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Hungarian  Trading  Company  for  Pharmaceutical  Products 
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Pharmaceuticals 
Pharmaceutical  Specialities 
Pharmaceutical  Fine  Chemicals 
Biologicals  for  Human  and  Veterinary  Use 
Veterinary  Drugs    •    Feed  Supplements 
Instant  Teas  from  Medicinal  Plants 
Laboratory  Chemicals    •    Radioactive  Products 
Medicinal  Plants    •    Essential  Oils 
Aperient  and  Medicinal  Waters 
Dietary  Products 

Detailed  information  available  from  our  Agent: 

Mr.  Stephen  BOROS 
Golden  House    -    29  Great  Pulteney  Street    -    London  W1 
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What  a  year! 

In  a  year  which  has  almost  certainly  seen  ihe  National 
Health  Service  accounting  for  more  than  half  the 
average  chemist's  business,  it  is  perhaps  inevitable 
that  a  backward  glance  across  1975  should  show  the 
professional  and  the  commercial  impinging  more  and 
more  upon  each  other. 

The  outstanding  events  will  vary  according  to  the 
viewpoint  of  the  individual,  but  high  on  the  list  of 
controversial  items  must  come  the  use  of  restricted 
titles  in  advertising.  ICML  not  only  failed  to  get  Nucare 
past  the  Ethics  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  a  substitute  to  Care,  but  having  at  last 
settled  on  Numark  found  itself  succumbing  to  pressure 
to  avoid  titles  in  its  advertising  by  late  summer — an 
NPU  members'  poll  and  the  Society  branch 
representatives  having  come  to  opposing  conclusions  on 
the  issue.  Meanwhile,  the  Co-ops  pressed  ahead  with 
the  use  of  titles  and  the  year  ends  with  such  a  spirited 
defiance  of  Society  policy  (p821 )  that  the  Council  is 
actually  moved  to  "discuss"  (again?)  the  question  with 
the  movement's  pharmacy  technical  panel. 

Lincolnshire  contractor  representatives  scored  a 
notable  success  in  the  Council  elections,  aiming  at 
removing  the  "pensioners"  and  in  fact  dislodging, 
temporarily,  the  president.  Their  platform  was  that 
Council  was  not  helping  retail  pharmacy,  the  "bedrock" 
of  the  profession — but  greater  noise  has  been  made 
by  employees'  claim  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  to 
be  the  "bedrock"  of  retail!  They  too  want  a  greater 
voice,  and  that  has  offered  trade  unionism  an 
unexpected  entre  into  the  profession.  Which  sets  of 
initials  will  win  through  in  1976  is  for  fortune-tellers  to 
predict,  but  if  "PSGB"  and  "NPU"  are  not  among  them 
the  profession  may  well  have  cause  for  regret. 

Hospital  pharmacy  certainly  continued  to  reap  a 
rich  reward  from  its  union,  with  a  £9,000-plus  salary 
being  put  within  reach  of  the  ambitious.  But  contractors, 
though  awarded  £10lm  in  April,  were  ready  by  the 
autumn  to  pin  their  hopes  on  a  new  contract  designed 
to  maintain  an  adequate  pharmaceutical  service  while 
there  is  still  one  left  to  preserve. 

Counterbalance  came  in  May  and  is  already  almost 
history,  a  "gentleman's  agreement"  was  heralded  to 
end  the  rural  dispensing  dispute  with  the  doctors, 
Wiltshire  contractors  tried  go-it-alone  sanctions  (and 
failed) — and  there  was  Mrs  Barbara  Castle  setting 
pharmacy  aflame  with  her  health  centre  option  for  those 
who  would  achieve  greater  professional  recognition. 

Altogether  a  year  of  "unfinished  business". 

^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^F^ 

C&D  wishes  all  subscribers  and  advertisers  a  very 

jilerrp  Cfjrisitmas; 

And  as  a  difficult  year  draws  to  a  close,  our  hope 
for  1976  is  that  they  may  enjoy  health,  happiness 
and  renewed  prosperity 
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Regulations  issued 
on  safety  packs 


Regulations  requiring  the  use  of  child- 
resistant  containers  for  children's  aspirin 
and  paracetamol,  published  last  week, 
allow  pharmacists  to  supply  conventional 
packaging  if  specifically  asked  by  the 
parent  or  guardian  (The  Medicines  (Child 
Safety)  Regulations  1975.  HM  Stationery 
Office  SI  1975  No  2000). 

The  Regulations  require  the  use  of 
opaque  or  dark-tinted  child-resistant  con- 
tainers for  all  solid-dose  forms  of  child- 
ren's aspirin  and  paracetamol  (excluding 
effervescent  tablets  containing  not  more 
than  25  per  cent  of  aspirin  by  weight) 
when  packed  for  retail  sale  from  January 
1,  1976.  The  Regulations  give  effect  to  the 
Government's  decisions  announced  re- 
cently by  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  for 
Health  {C&D,  August  16,  p209). 

Unit  packs 

Child-resistant  containers  may  be  either 
unit-packaging  or  a  reclosable  container 
which  meets  the  requirements  of  British 
Standard  5321.  Each  container  or  unit 
package  must  contain  no  more  than  25 
dosage  units.  The  products  must  be  white 
in  colour,  unless  they  were  manufactured 
before  January  1,  1976,  when  they  may  be 
sold  up  to  December  31,  1976. 

Similarly,  products  not  exceeding  25 
dosage  units  filled  in  conventional  pack- 
aging before  January  1,  1976,  may  be  sold 
or  supplied  up  to  December  31,  1976,  and 
products  in  possession  of  the  retailer  be- 
fore November  1,  1975,  may  be  sold  up  to 
June  30,  1976.  Child-resistant  containers 
which  meet  the  legal  requirements  of  a 
foreign  country,  where  the  requirements 
include  a  test  involving  children,  may  also 
be  used  during  the  first  year. 

Pharmacists'  option 

Concern  has  been  expressed  about  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  an  elderly,  infirm 
or  handicapped  parent  in  opening  or  cor- 
rectly closing  a  reclosable  container.  In 
such  circumstances  a  pharmacist  could 
choose  to  supply  the  medicines  in  conven- 
tional packaging  if  specifically  asked  by 
the  parent  or  guardian,  present  in  the 
pharmacy  at  the  time  of  the  request. 

The  packaging  requirements  do  not 
apply  when  the  sale  or  supply  is  by  a 
doctor  or  dentist  to  a  patient  or  person 
caring  for  the  patient,  or  to  another  doc- 
tor or  dentist  for  administration  to  their 
patient;  in  the  course  of  business  of  a 
hospital  or  health  centre  for  the  purpose 
of  administration,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  direction  of  a  doctor  or  dentist. 

At  the  request  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security,  the  British 
Standards  Institution  has  agreed  to  pro- 
duce a  standard  for  pharmaceutical  unit 
packaging  which  will  be  based  on  such 
factors  as  the  strength  of  material — this 
should  be  available  at  the  end  of  1976. 


Until  then  unit  packaging  selected  to  re- 
sist opening  by  children  may  be  used. 

Dr  Owen  has  announced  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  require  safety  packaging  for 
adult  aspirin  and  paracetamol  from  Jan- 
uary 1,  1977  and  for  other  medicines  as 
recommended  by  the  Medicines  Com- 
mission as  soon  as  possible  after  that  date. 

Cosmetics:  zero  growth 
1975,  slow  recovery  1976 

Spending  on  cosmetics  and  toilet  requi- 
sites has  risen  by  over  20  per  cent  in  1975, 
but  all  of  the  gain  is  accounted  for  by 
inflation.  In  volume  terms  there  has  been 
no  growth  at  all,  following  6  per  cent  in 
1974  (revised  estimate)  and  double  figure 
increases  in  each  of  the  two  years  before 
that.  Next  year  will  see  the  beginnings  of 
recoveiy,  leading  on  to  5  per  cent  volume 
growth  in  1977. 

Those  are  conclusions  drawn  by  Roger 
A.  Sutcliffe  in  the  December  1975  issue 
of  "Cosmetics  and  Toilet  Requisites"  from 
Staniland  Hall  Associates.  The  1975  esti- 
mate is  based  on  the  Staniland  Hall  fore- 
cast that  consumers,  with  income  squeezed 
by  tax  and  price  increases  and  rising  un- 
employment, will  cut  back  on  spending  at 
Christmas — which  accounts  for  a  large 
proportion  of  cosmetics  sales.  The  1976 
forecast  is  based  on  calculations  that  the 
Chancellor  will  take  tentative  steps  to  re- 
expand  the  economy  in  face  of  the  rise  in 
unemployment. 

The  forecasts  are  also  linked  to  assump- 
tions about  VAT — when  will  Britain  con- 
form to  the  EEC  pattern  of  a  standard 
rate,  a  reduced  rate  and  a  luxury  rate? 
Staniland  Hall  assume  the  standard  rate 


will  be  raised  to  12  per  cent  in  1978  and 
that  this  rate  will  apply  to  cosmetics  and 
toilet  requisites,  taking  the  peak  off  the 
next  boom. 

Mr  Sutcliffe,  however,  has  also  explored 
what  he  considers  to  be  less  likely 
alternatives.  For  example,  if  the  adminis- 
trative difficulties  were  resolved  or  ig- 
nored, the  25  per  cent  luxury  rate  might  be 
extended  to  cosmetics  alone,  taking  5  per 
cent  off  the  volume  of  sales  of  that  half  of 
the  total  cosmetics  and  toilet  requisites 
market. 

Copies  of  "Cosmetics  and  Toilet  Requi- 
sites" can  be  obtained  (price  £35)  from: 
Staniland  Hall  Associates  Ltd,  1A  Camden 
Walk,  London  Nl  8DY. 

First  'branch'  for  ASTMS 
general  practice  section 

The  general  practice  pharmacy  section  of 
ASTMS  has  established  it  first  regional 
branch  in  the  South-west  NHS  region.  A 
regional  steering  committee  has  been  set 
up  comprising  Mr  R.  Crockett  (regional 
organiser),  Mr  G.  Hill,  Mr  C.  Wisby  and 
Mr  M.  A.  Mills.  An  ASTMS  spokesman 
said  this  was  the  first  step  in  the  section's 
policy  to  establish  branches  in  all  regions. 

Drug  Tariff  Scotland 

A  revised  Drug  Tariff  Scotland  is  now 
being  distributed.  It  consolidates  all 
monthly  amendments  and  alterations  to 
the  existing  Tariff  up  to  and  including 
January  1,  1976. 

A  piece  of  history 

The  rare  set  of  matching  porcelain  figur- 
ines pictured  below  were  discovered 
recently  by  Mr  R.  B.  Driefuss,  63  London 
Road,  Morden,  Surrey,  who  brought  them 
to  the  attention  of  Houbigant  Ltd. 

The  figurines  were  made  circa  1820  and 
bear  the  inscription  "Houbigant".  They 
were  originally  designed  to  hold  Houbi- 
gant pastilles  which  were  burned  like 
incense  to  perfume  rooms.  Michael 
Williams,  managing  director  of  Houbigant, 
was  interested  in  the  discovery  and  says  he 
will  be  delighted  to  hear  of  similar  finds. 
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First  Roche 


increases 


Roche  Products  Ltd  is  now  beginning  to 
implement  the  price  increases  negotiated 
in  the  settlement  of  its  four-year-old  dis- 
pute with  the  Government. 

On  Tuesday  the  company  said  that 
increased  prices  for  Valium  and  Librium 
up  to  limits  permitted  by  the  Government 
would  come  into  effect  on  Wednesday. 
The  daily  dose  of  Valium  would  cost  lp 
a  day  and  Librium  about  ljp  a  day. 

Trade  prices  are:  Librium  capsules  and 
tablets,  5mg— 100,  £048;  500,  £1  95.  lOmg 
—  100,  £0  60;  500,  £2  46.  25mg  tablets— 
100,  £1.20;  500,  £4  92.  Valium  capsules 
and  tablets,  2mg— 100,  £0  42;  500,  £166. 
5mg— 100,  £0  60;  500,  £2.46.  lOmg  tablets 
—100,  £0  90;  500,  £3  64. 

A  spokesman  said  these  increases  rep- 
resented only  a  part  of  the  additional 
revenue  allowed  under  the  agreement 
which  is  based  on  the  voluntary  price 
regulation  scheme.  "We  may  well  take 
advantage  of  the  additional  leeway  under 
the  scheme  but  at  a  later  date.  These  are 
the  first  increases  in  over  20  years." 

A  revocation  Order — revoking  the  price 
cut  Order  made  against  Roche  in  the 
immediate  aftermath  of  the  1973  Mono- 
polies Commission  report — has  been  laid 
before  Parliament  and  is  now  effective. 

Public  meeting  on  West 
Midlands  trading  bill 

A  public  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  Birming- 
ham on  January  7,  1976,  for  open  debate 
of  the  West  Midlands  County  Council 
Bill  (see  also  p834). 

It  is  being  organised  by  the  National 
Federation  for  the  Self  Employed  and  the 
Free  Enterprise  Survival  Campaign,  at 
Digbeth  Civic  Hall,  Birmingham,  8  pm. 
Speakers  will  be  Sir  Stanley  Yapp,  chair- 
man, West  Midlands  County  Council, 
Councillor  N.  Bosworth,  Mr  Reginald 
Eyre,  MP,  and  Mr  Syd  Tierney,  MP. 

Mr  A.  H.  Moseley,  member  of  NPU 
Executive,  has  been  distributing  pamphlets, 
posters  and  petition  forms  against  the  Bill 
to  interested  NPU  members.  He  has  asked 
for  petition  forms  to  be  returned  to  him 
at  1116  Coventry  Road,  Birmingham  25, 
by  January  14. 


Further  remand  in  drugs 
misuse  case 

A  pharmacist,  together  with  the  head  of 
a  city  hospital's  drugs  and  addiction  unit, 
appeared  again  in  court  last  week  accused 
of  drugs  misuse  offences. 

Mr  Patrick  Thomas  Lucas,  MPS, 
Sutton  Coldfield,  and  Dr  John  Owens,  All 
Saints  Hospital,  Birmingham,  were  re- 
manded until  January  2  by  Birmingham 


magistrates  on  bail  of  £5,000  each  with  a 
surety  of  £5,000  each. 

Mr  Lucas  faces  three  charges  of  unlaw- 
fully supplying  drugs  and  three  of  failing 
to  give  specific  details  on  prescriptions. 
Dr  Owens  faces  a  total  of  14  charges, 
two  under  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act  1965, 
alleging  that  he  failed  to  date  prescrip- 
tions; three  under  the  Forgery  Act,  1913, 
of  obtaining  drugs  with  forged  prescrip- 
tions; three  under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Act  of  failing  to  specify  names  and 
addresses  on  prescriptions;  and  six  of  un- 
lawfully supplying  drugs. 

FPA  warns  that  pregnancy 
can  occur  during  lactation 

The  Family  Planning  Association  has 
contradicted  information  given  out  during 
a  recent  edition  of  the  television  pro- 
gramme "Tomorrow's  World"  concerning 
contraception  and  women  who  are  breast- 
feeding their  babies.  The  programme 
stated  that  mothers  who  were  breast  feed- 
ing cannot  get  pregnant  as  the  process  acts 
as  a  natural  barrier  against  pregnancy. 

A  spokesman  for  the  association  has 
said:  "It  is  extremely  dangerous  to  rely 
on  breast  feeding  as  a  natural  protection 
against  pregnancy.  There  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  possibility  of  preg- 
nancy during  lactation  exists  and  we  would 
always  advise  patients  to  begin  using  some 
reliable  method  of  contraception  not  later 
than  five  weeks  after  giving  birth." 

Department  plans  'nucleus' 
hospitals  for  future 

The  Department  of  Health's  latest  strategy 
for  future  hospital  development  was  out- 
lined last  weekend  by  Dr  David  Owen, 
Minister  of  State  for  Health. 

Speaking  at  the  Medical  Practitioners 
Union's  annual  meeting,  he  said  that  re- 
sources for  hospital  development  should 
be  concentrated  on  the  treatment  of  acute 
cases  and  the  expansion  of  the  number  of 
medical  student  places.  District  general 
hospitals  should  be  developed  initially  as 
basic  units  with  about  300  beds,  allowing 


additions  at  a  later  stage,  but  starting  as  a 
"nucleus"  which  would  primarily  focus  on 
acute  services.  The  "nucleus"  might  later 
be  developed  into  a  hospital  of  600  or, 
exceptionally,  900  beds.  The  standardised, 
but  flexible,  basic  hospital  design  for  the 
"nucleus"  could  be  built  for  about  £6m 
at  May  1975  prices;  the  first  such  hospital 
is  to  be  built  at  Newham,  East  1  ondon, 
in  1977. 

Draft  common  names 
for  pesticides 

The  British  Standards  Institution,  2  Park 
Street,  London  W1A  2BS,  is  circulating 
the  following  draft  common  names  for 
pesticides  with  a  view  to  their  eventual 
adoption  as  ISO  Recommended  common 
names. 

Comments  on  the  proposed  names 
should  be  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Committee,  Mr  M.  J.  Pater,  to  arrive 
before  February  27,  1976. 


Common  Name      Chemical  Name 

Benoxafos  S-(5  Jdieihlorobenzoxazol- 

2-yl)  OO-d'iethyl 
phosphorodi'th'ioate 

Depallethr'ine*        3  -a  Hyt-2-methy  1-4- 

o  xocyclop  ent-2  -enyl 

( +  )-/rani--chrysanithemate 

Diiamidfos  phenyl  W -dimethyl  = 

phosph  o  rodi  amidaite 

Dithicrofos  S-(6-cMoro)tMochroman- 
4-y>l  OO-didthyl 
phosphorodiiithlioate 

Thicrofos  5,-(6-ohloi-o)chiochroman- 
4-yl  OO-didttvyl 
p  ho  sp  ho  ro  th  ioaite 

*  Replacement  name  for  bioallethrin,  announced  as 
adopted  but  found  unacceptable  initernaitlionally. 


RSH  health  congress 

The  Royal  Society  of  Health  is  to  hold  its 
annual  health  congress  and  exhibition  at 
Congress  Theatre,  Winter  Garden,  Devon- 
shire Park,  Eastbourne,  April  27-30,  1976. 
The  pharmaceutical  session  will  be  on 
April  29  at  2.15  pm  and  is  entitled  "Ill- 
ness caused  by  medication  (iatrogenic 
disease)."  Details  from  the  Secretary,  RSH, 
13  Grosvenor  Place,  London  SW1X  7EN 
(session  fee  from  £4  32). 


Heavy  promotion  for  Co-op  motif  in  Reveille 


About  18  of  the  73  columns  of  Co-op 
advertising  in  last  week's  Reveille  pro- 
moted the  new  Co-op  pharmacy  "Family 
Care  and  Beauty"  symbol — with  one  full 
page  setting  out  a  competition  associated 
with  Co-op  pharmacies  and  drug  stores. 

As  previously  revealed  (C&D,  December 
6,  p776),  all  the  advertising  space  in  the 
issue  was  booked  by  the  Co-op.  One  full- 
page  advertisement  showed  a  range  of 
goods  in  a  festive  setting  with  the  copy 
line:  "Just  what  you  wanted  for  Christ- 
mas at  the  Co-op  ...  to  wrap  up  a  few 
present  problems !  At  Co-op  pharmacies 
where  you  see  this  sign",  referring  to  the 
new  motif.  A  smaller  advertisement  on  the 
back  cover  just  displayed  the  symbol  with 
the  copy  line:  "Just  what  you  wanted  for 
Xmas.  At  the  Co-op  where  you  see  this 
sign." 

On  six  pages  spread  throughout  the 
issue,  small  advertisements  referring  to  the 
competition    appeared — with    the  motif 


only — and  invited  readers  to  decide  what 
to  buy  for  different  members  of  the  family 
— the  basis  of  the  competition.  While  the 
competition  page — entitled  "Co-op  family 
Xmas  Games" — did  not  incorporate  the 
motif,  the  rules  made  it  clear  that,  to  enter, 
the  reader  had  to  obtain  a  till  receipt  from 
a  Co-op  pharmacy  or  drug  store.  First 
prize  is  £1,000  to  be  spent  at  a  local  Co-op 
store,  25  second  prizes  are  family  gift  sets 
worth  £50  each,  75  third  prizes  are  Goya 
gift  sets  worth  £2  30,  and  400  runners  up 
will  receive  £1  Co-op  gift  vouchers. 

Other  advertising  in  the  issue,  although 
not  linked  to  the  pharmacy  motif,  included 
large  spaces  for  Radox  Showerfresh; 
Vaseline  Intensive  Care  lotion  and  Ponds 
Dreamflower  dusting  powder;  Gillette 
razor  gift  packs;  Wilkinson  Sword  blades; 
and  Brut  33  and  Aphrodisia  33.  Adver- 
tisements featuring  the  pharmacy  motif 
also  appeared  in  Daily  Mirror  and  Sun 
last  week. 
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New  chairman 
for  ICML 


Mr  Hugh  Butler,  BPharm,  MPS,  is  to  be 
the  new  chairman  of  Independent  Chem- 
ists Marketing  Ltd's  board  of  directors. 
Mr  Donald  Royce,  retiring  chairman, 
becomes  vice-chairman. 

According  to  the  association's  articles, 
the  chair  should  rotate  every  two  years 
between  a  wholesaler  and  a  retailer.  Mr 
Butler  holds  the  Numark  franchise  for  the 
area  comprising  Leicestershire,  Northamp- 
tonshire, Bedfordshire,  and  parts  of 
Lincolnshire,  Oxfordshire,  Buckingham- 
shire, and  Warwickshire.  Other  directors 
are:  W.  M.  Cox,  D.  A.  Savory,  D.  N. 
Sharpe  (chairman,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union),  A.  G.  Trotman,  and  J. 
Wright,  (secretary,  NPU  group). 

Numark  training  courses 

Specialist  training  courses  are  now  being 
held  by  Numark  central  office  to  develop 
further  a  team  of  qualified  instructors 
within  the  group.  Trainees  are  being  drawn 
from  central  office  executives  and  from 
the  Numark  wholesalers,  and  the  sessions 
deal  with  the  practical  aspects  of  retailing, 
with  particular  emphasis  on  the  current 
economic  situation. 

Over  200  members  and  their  staff 
attended  meetings  for  the  first  time  in  the 
E.  H.  Butler  &  Son  franchised  area  last 
month.  Mr  Hugh  Butler  said  it  was  also 
evident  from  this  meeting  that  members 
were  keen  to  start  advertising  on  a  local 
scale,  to  support  the  national  advertising 
organised  by  central  office. 

Survey  shows  many  CD 
scripts  written  incorrectly 

Although  the  situation  is  improving,  15 
per  cent  of  Controlled  Drug  prescriptions 
in    North    Staffordshire    are  incorrectly 
written.  That  is  the  finding  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  branch  from  a  survey 
of  October  prescriptions.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  the  results: 
Forms  sent  to  contractors  88 
Forms  returned  40(45.5%) 
Forms  showing  no  errors  10 
CD.  items  dispensed  553 
Scripts  with  one  error  59 
Scripts  with  two  errors  21 
Scripts  with  more  than  two 

errors  5 
Total  scripts  with  errors  85(15.4%) 
Reasons  for  non-compliance 
Not  in  prescriber's 

handwriting  9 
Dose  not  specified  5 
Form  of  preparation  not 

specified  — 
Strength  not  specified  9 
Quantity  not  stated  in  figures 

and  words  45 
Signature  of  prescriber  omitted  1 
Date  omitted  17 

One    prescription    called    for  ampoules 


Mr  Hugh  Butler  takes  over  at  ICML 

morph  50mgm,  when  15mgm  was  intended 
and  in  quite  a  number  the  date  was  rubber 
stamped.  Apparently  the  worst  problems 
arose  from  prescriptions  ordering  "Bromp- 
ton  Mixture"  as  such.  Another  criticism 
was  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  prescriptions 
endorsed. 

The  Branch  feels  that  the  results  show 
a  problem  still  exists — 15  per  cent  errors 
"translate  into  a  great  deal  of  incon- 
venience to  pharmacists,  patients  and  to 
the  doctors  themselves.  The  committee  has 
decided  to  place  the  results  before  the 
local  medical  committee  and  seek  their 
cooperation  in  recommending  to  their 
members  that  the  correct  procedures  must 
be  adhered  to. 


Locums  pharmacists  may 
buy  NPU  publications 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  has 
announced  that  pharmacists,  who,  as  their 
main  employment,  are  regularly  occupied 
as  locums  for  NPU  members  may  now 
become  subscribers  to  NPU  publications. 
For  an  annual  fee,  pharmacists  in  this 
position  will  be  entitled  to  receive  all 
issues  of  the  Supplement,  Price  Calcu- 
lator, Guide  to  the  Drug  Tariff  and  other 
periodical  Mallinson  House  publications. 
The  fee,  currently  £6,  is  based  solely  on 
the  printing,  packing  and  postage  costs. 
Applications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Membership  Department,  Mallinson 
House,  321  Chase  Road,  London  N14. 

No  Royal  Charter 

The  Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  unsuccessful  in  its 
petition  for  a  Royal  Charter. 

Dr  F.  G.  Brown,  president,  in  a  letter 
to  members  writes:  "This  is  a  very  dis- 
appointing conclusion  to  the  seven  years 
of  effort  and  hard  work  by  many  Council 
members,  past  and  present,  in  preparing 
our  case  and  making  it  as  impressive  as 
possible."  He  does,  however,  hope  for 
"better  luck  next  time." 

Ampicillin  on  FP10 

The  note  on  pricing  of  ampicillin  pre- 
scription (C&D,  December  6,  p769)  should 
have  stated  that  payment  for  syrup/mix- 
ture ampicillin  125mg  in  5ml,  will  be 
based  on  the  price  of  Amfipen  from  Jan- 
uary 1,  1976. 


Details  of  JIC  supplementary  pay  increases 


Details  of  the  supplementary  pay  increases 
for  pharmacists,  dispensing  assistants  and 
shop  assistants  (last  week,  p797)  have  now 
been  issued  by  the  National  Joint  Indus- 
trial Council  for  Retail  Pharmacy 
(England  and  Wales).  The  new  scales 
come  into  operation  from  the  first  pay 
day  in  the  week  commencing  January  5, 
1976. 

Pharmacists:  A  supplement  of  £6  a  week 
on  top  of  the  present  London  and  pro- 
vincial salary  scales  set  out  in  the  Pharma- 
cists' Agreement  (P4)  will  be  payable  to 
all  managers,  manageresses  and  pharma- 
cists. 

Dispensing  assistants:  A  supplement  of  £6 
a  week  on  top  of  the  present  London  and 
provincial  rates  set  out  in  the  Agreement 
DSA4. 

Shop  assistants :   The  weekly  supplement 
payable  on  top  of  the  present  London, 
Provincial  A  and  Provincial  B  rates  is: 
Age      Supplement      Age  Supplement 

16  £3  20  19  £4  50 

17  £3  70  20  £4-80 

18  £425  21  £530 

It  is  stressed  that  the  above  are  not  new 
rates  of  pay,  but  the  amount  of  the  "cash 
supplement"  payable  weekly.  Payment  of 
overtime  or  special  time  will  continue  to 
be  calculated  on  the  rates  set  out  in  the 
existing  JIC  agreements  P4  and  DSA4.  [The 
JIC  scales  are  minimum  rates  and  em- 
ployers are  required  only  to  bring  em- 
ployees' pay  up  to  the  new  levels.  The  £6 
etc  increase  is  not  automatic  for  all  em- 
ployees— Editor.] 


Special  relief:  Where  any  employer 
covered  by  the  agreement  considers  that, 
owing  to  special  economic,  financial  or 
trading  difficulties,  he  is  unable  to  operate 
in  whole  or  in  part  the  scale  of  wages 
and/or  conditions  of  employment  specified, 
he  may  make  application  for  special  relief. 
If  such  an  employer  provides  an  essential 
pharmaceutical  service  in  a  suburban  or 
rural  area,  and  has  a  combined  NHS  and 
counter  profit  of  less  than  £800  per  week, 
up  to  15  per  cent  lower  rates  may  be  paid. 
Applications  must  be  submitted  to  the 
secretary  of  the  employers'  side,  specifying 
the  particular  difficulties  and  after  con- 
sultation with  the  secretary  of  the  trade 
union  side,  authority  to  operate  the  special 
relief  may  be  granted  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  12  months. 

The  effect  of  the  supplements,  subject  to 
the  above  proviso,  is  to  bring  the  mini- 
mum pharmacist  manager's  salary  (pro- 
vincial, under  £700  weekly  turnover)  to 
£2,912  and  the  top  of  the  scale  (London, 
£1,200  weekly  turnover)  to  £3,412.  Minima 
for  pharmacist  non-managers  (provincial) 
are  £2,412  the  first  year  after  registration 
and  £2,512  in  the  second  year  (London 
rates  £50  more). 

The  dispensing  assistant  rate  at  age  20 
rises  to  £30  50  and  at  age  24  to  £33  50 
(London  £0  30  more).  Shop  assistants'  rates 
(provincial  B)  are  increased  to  £16  45  at  I 
age  16  and  at  the  top  of  the  scale  to 
£27  55  at  age  21.  Full  details  of  current 
scales  are  given  in  the  C&D  Directory 
1975. 
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Mr  R.  J.  N.  Dakin,  MPS,  has  been  ap- 
pointed head  of  the  National  Pharmaceu- 
tical Union's  information  department  at 
Mallinson  House.  After  qualifying  from 
Sunderland  Technical  College  in  1954,  Mr 
Dakin  gained  considerable  experience  of 
independent  and  multiple  retail  pharmacy 
where  he  eventually  became  a  district 
manager  for  the  north  London  area.  In 
1964  he  acquired  his  own  business  in  New 
Barnet,  Hertfordshire,  but  this  was  forced 
to  close  in  April  this  year  because  of  ex- 
tensive area  redevelopment. 

Mr  N.  Binns  Taylor  has  retired  from  the 
post  of  managing  director  of  Ronsheim  & 
Moore  Ltd  and  is  to  take  up  an  appoint- 
ment with  the  Australian  trade  delegation. 

Deaths 

Eves:  Recently,  Mr  Alfred  James  Eves, 
FPS,  Wigton,  Cumbria,  aged  81.  Mr  Eves, 
who  qualified  in  1916,  had  been  a  pharma- 
cist and  optician  in  the  town  for  over 
fifty  years,  taking  over  his  High  Street 
business  in  1924.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Cumberland  Health  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  the  only  chairman  of  the  Cumber- 
land Pharmaceutical  Committee  from 
1948  to  its  dissolution  last  year. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  in  November 
was  144-2  (January  1974  =  100),  an  in- 
crease of  12  per  cent  on  October  and  of 
25  2  per  cent  on  November  1974. 

□  The  ninth  Cosmoprof  international 
exhibition  of  perfumery  and  cosmetics 
will  take  place  in  Bologna,  Italy,  from 
April  29  to  May  3  next  year. 

□  The  Office  of  Fair  Trading  has  pub- 
lished a  free  leaflet  to  describe  the  benefits 
of  codes  of  practice  for  servicing  and 
repairs  of  household  electrical  goods  which 
have  been  drawn  up  by  the  Association  of 
Manufacturers  of  Domestic  Electrical 
Appliances  and  the  Electricity  Council. 

□  Researchers  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London, 
have  found  that  Chymoral  is  no  more 
effective  than  a  placebo  for  patients  with 
back  trouble.  The  trial  is  reported  in  Talk 
Back,  the  newsletter  of  the  Back  Pain 
Association.  The  researchers  found  that 
73  per  cent  of  a  group  taking  Chymoral 
needed  additional  treatment  after  one 
week,  compared  with  only  61  per  cent 
taking  a  placebo. 

□  Inline  final  filters  should  be  part  of 
routine  intravenous  therapy,  according  to 
the  authors  of  a  double  blind  prospective 
clinical  study  on  filtration  and  infusion 
phlebitis.  During  the  study,  reported  in 
the  October  issue  of  American  Journal  of 
Hospital  Pharmacy,  the  incidence  of  such 
phlebitis  was  found  to  be  significantly 
reduced  when  an  inline  0  45  ^m  mem- 
brane filter  was  used;  buffering  the  infu- 
sion or  24  hour  changes  of  administration 
sets  were  found  to  have  no  effect. 
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Topical  reflections 
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PSGB 

In  a  pharmaceutical  world  in  which  the  full  significance  of  such  descriptions 
as  NAGPEP,  USDAW,  and  ASTMS  requires  study  and  thought,  it  may  not  be 
out  of  place  to  remind  ourselves  occasionally  of  our  parent  body,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  withstood  the  battle  and 
the  breeze  since  its  foundation  in  1841.  Concern  for  the  state  of  pharmacy 
is  not  new,  and  it  is  a  sign  of  dissatisfaction — not  always  clearly  defined — 
that  different  organisations  should  be  sounding  a  rallying  call.  I  have  always 
regarded  the  Society  as  my  professional  body  and  have  looked  to  it  to 
uphold  the  standards  which  include  the  maintaining  of  the  honour  and  the 
safeguarding  and  promoting  of  the  interests  of  the  members  in  their  exercise 
of  the  profession  of  pharmacy,  as  the  Charter  states. 

But  the  upholding  of  professional  standards  is  not  made  any  easier  by  the 
Council  having  to  prepare  a  statement  on  the  topic  of  signs  now  being  used 
by  pharmacists,  and  "the  increased  use  of  trestle  boards  and  dumper  bin 
displays  on  pharmacy  forecourts."  No  Council  of  an  organisation  with  the 
remotest  claim  to  professionalism  should  have  to  concern  itself  with  what, 
if  the  matter  were  not  so  serious,  could  almost  be  dismissed  as  frivolous 
in  character. 

There  is  no  indication  of  how  widespread  the  practice  is,  but  one  must 
assume,  from  the  fact  that  the  Council  is  preparing  a  statement,  that  it  is  no 
isolated  instance.  Moreover,  it  is  being  carried  out  by  members  of  a 
professional  body  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter. 

The  dumps 

Is  there  any  explanation  for  it  all  and  for  the  marked  change  in  pattern 
over  the  past  half-century?  Or  even  over  the  past  twenty-five  years?  There 
have  been  marked  changes  in  business  practice  in  recent  years.  There  has 
been  the  much  boosted  abolition  of  resale  price  maintenance,  which  has  led 
to  total  anarchy  in  the  pattern  of  retail  distribution.  The  consumer,  who  was 
expected  to  benefit,  never  knows  the  price  of  anything,  finding  it  quite 
impossible  to  "shop  around"  as  she  is  expected  to  do.  And  that,  of  course, 
has  led  to  the  proliferation  of  trestle  boards  and  "dump-bins" — how  well- 
named  they  are! — in  the  shop  to  begin  with  and  then  spilling  out  into  the 
forecourts  in  due  course.  It  becomes  less  easy  to  differentiate  between  the 
established  shop  and  the  street  market,  particularly  when  one  takes  into 
account  the  similarity  in  the  method  of  marking  prices. 

The  octopus 

That  sort  of  thing  was  not  done  by  the  pharmacist  of  a  generation  ago. 
Why  should  it  be  done  now,  the  more  especially  when  one  considers  the 
university  training  of  the  present-day  pharmacist?  Or  is  it  that  the  young 
graduate  would  scorn  to  indulge  in  such  practices?  There  is,  of  course,  the 
strangle  hold  of  the  giant  octopus  of  the  supermarket,  which  one  may  ignore 
at  one's  peril,  the  alternative  being  to  go  on  working  harder  and  harder,  and 
selling  more  and  more  for  less  and  less.  There  is  also — and  it  may  have  a 
profound  bearing  on  the  situation — the  fact  that  "private"  and  "independent" 
pharmacy  today  is  largely  illusory  and  there  is  commercial  exploitation  of 
the  pharmaceutical  qualification  by  outsiders  who  regard  pharmacy  as  just 
one  more  oyster. 

We  shall  have  to  apply  our  pressures  in  the  right  place,  and  not  squander 
our  resources  in  different  directions.  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  our  executive  body  and  the  Society  is  our  professional  sheet- 
anchor.  But  we  must  try  to  live  up  to  the  ideals  of  our  founders,  or 
ourselves  find  our  way  into  still  another  dump-bin. 
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Shape  of  things  to  come? 

New  concepts  in  the  design  of  pharmaceutical  packaging  and  labelling 


The  problems  of  getting  complicated 
dosage  instructions  across  to  patients  and 
the  lack  of  uniformity  of  drug  containers 
have  inspired  designers  to  produce  the 
labels  and  bottles  illustrated  below. 

Mrs  Jennet  Jessell  studied  the  design  of 
labels  and  containers  for  hospital 
medicines  as  part  of  her  MA  degree  in 
industrial  design.  The  idea  for  this  project 
came  when  her  husband  Thomas,  now  a 
pharmacist  doing  research  in  neurophar- 
macology, was  carrying  out  his  preregistra- 
tion  training  at  the  London  Hospital 
pharmacy  and  told  her  how  little  stand- 
ardisation there  was  in  drug  packaging  in 
hospitals.  Not  only  did  containers  for 
similar  drugs  vary  between  different 
hospitals,  they  also  varied  in  the  same 
hospital.  Such  practices,  in  her  opinion, 
led  to  inefficient  storage  and  handling  of 
drugs.  The  advent  of  regional  pharmacy, 
with  bulk  distribution  from  a  central 
supply,  made  standardisation  even  more 
necessary  than  ever. 

A  unified  system 

"No  one  had  really  thought  of  labels 
and  containers  as  a  unified  system,"  she 
explained  to  C&D.  She  aimed  to  limit  the 
number  of  different  heights,  widths  and 
diameters  of  the  containers,  with  measure- 
ments based  on  a  modular  system  which, 
in  effect,  meant  that  different  types  of 
container  related  to  each  other  and  to  the 
ultimate  outer  container  such  as  a  drug 
box  or  ward  trolley. 


The  containers  illustrated  were  designed 
for  ward  trolleys.  Mrs  Jessell  had  noticed 
that  bottle  labels  on  trolleys  were  often 
obscurred  by  other  containers.  By  de- 
signing bottles  with  an  asymetrical,  sloping 
front,  the  labels  could  be  fixed  so  that 
they  were  seen  easily  from  above  by  the 
nurse.  When  the  labels  were  attached  to 
the  narrow  side  the  maximum  number  of 
labels  were  visible  when  bottles  were 
packed  side  by  side.  The  label  also  re- 
mained visible  when  the  bottle  was  held 
in  the  hand. 

Another  advantage  was  that  the  sloped 
front  acted  as  a  funnel  for  solid  medicines 
and  reduced  the  "glugging"  of  liquids 
which  occurs  when  air  gets  trapped  in 
containers  designed  with  conventional 
curved  shoulders. 

Three  columns  of  information 

Information  on  the  label  was  divided 
into  three  columns  and  the  label  wrapped 
round  three  sides  of  the  bottle.  The  centre 
column,  visible  during  storage,  carried  the 
drug  identification;  the  right  and  left 
columns,  visible  during  handling,  carried 
the  instructions  and  reference  respectively. 
Coloured  bands  and  backgrounds  denoted 
special  drug  groups  and  storage  areas  eg 
black  bands  for  internal,  red  bands  for 
external  preparations,  yellow  for  Control- 
led Drugs  and  blue  for  drugs  to  be  stored 
in  the  refrigerator. 

These  containers  were  on  display  at  an 
exhibition  held  by  the  Central  School  of 


Art  and  Design,  London,  when  Mrs  Jessell 
graduated  in  July.  She  has  since  ap- 
proached two  major  glass  manufacturers 
in  the  UK,  with  a  view  to  marketing  her 
designs,  and  has  met  with  quite  a  favour- 
able response.  A  series  of  containers  with 
flat  cone-shaped  shoulders,  she  designed 
for  sterile  preparations,  has  already  been 
in  use  at  the  London  Hospital. 

Logoptics  labels 

Logoptics  Ltd  is  a  company  which 
specialises  in  visual  communication — or 
how  to  transmit  complex  information  by 
means  of  simple  diagrams. 

Mr  Michael  Peters,  director,  believes 
that  many  problems  of  drug  misuse  arise 
when  medicine  labels  are  badly  written 
and  difficult  to  read,  or  when  patients  are 
illiterate  or  foreign.  He  believes  his 
method  of  communication  offers  a  solution 
— the  international  road  signs  system  has 
overcome  similar  barriers. 

The  diagrams  indicate  the  quantity  of 
drug  and  how  it  should  be  taken  eg  one 
spoonful,  one  capsule,  one  tablet  dissolved 
in  water,  before  or  after  meals. 

The  pharmacist  indicates,  by  writing  a 
number  on  the  label,  how  often  the  illust- 
rated dose  has  to  be  taken.  The  time  at 
which  the  dose  has  to  be  taken  is  ticked 
on  a  24  hour  scale  along  the  bottom  of  the 
label. 

Mr  Peters  is  planning  for  the  labels  to 
be  marketed  by  a  "very  large  company" 
within  the  next  year  or  so. 


A  series  of  medicine  containers  designed  for  hospital  ward  Drug  labels  designed  to  transmit  complex  dosage  information 

trolleys  by  Jennet  Jessell  as  part  of  her  MA  thesis  in  a  simple  visual  form  (copyright  Logoptics  Ltd) 
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New  products 
and  packs 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

For  greasy  hair  control 

Under  the  title  of  Batiste,  a  range  of  five 
products  for  the  control  of  greasy  hair 
is  being  launched  in  January  by 
Schwarzkopf  Ltd.  The  range  comprises : 
shampoo  in  containers  of  200cc,  15  to  20 
applications  (£0  54)  and  70cc,  5  to  7  ap- 
plications (£0  27)  and  sachet  (£0  07),  creme 
rinse  120cc  (£0  48)  and  sachet  (£007); 
spray  set  aerosol  (£0  46);  dry  shampoo 
aerosol  (£0  62)  and  hair  spray  aerosol 
(£054). 

According  to  Schwarzkopf  the  products 
are  aimed  at  the  younger  end  of  the 
market  (13  to  30  years  of  age)  in  which 
group  are  most  of  the  sufferers  from  greasy 
hair.  As  with  the  company's  other  range 
for  dry  hair  (Corimist),  the  Batiste  pro- 
ducts are  "complementary  to  each  other 
and  should  all  be  used  together". 

About  £lm  is  to  be  spent  on  advertising, 
starting  nationally  on  television  from 
February  1,  1976,  for  12  weeks.  From 
March  100  full  colour  pages  will  appear 
in  women's  magazines  over  the  year. 
(Schwarzkopf  Ltd,  Penn  Road,  Californian 
Trading  Estate,  Aylesbury,  Bucks). 

More  Pharmaton  'cosmetics' 

Pharmaton,  Lugano,  Switzerland,  have 
added  Face  Clean  (£243)  and  Nail-fit 
(£2  20)  to  their  "cosmetics"  range.  Face 
Clean  is  described  as  "for  intensive  cleans- 
ing, activation  and  regeneration  of  the 
skin"  and  Nail-fit  "for  regeneration  and 
care  of  brittle  and  sensitive  nails"  (dis- 
tributors Vestric  Ltd,  Chapel  Street, 
Runcorn,  Cheshire). 

Bath  gels 

Crabtree  &  Evelyn,  whose  soaps,  Colognes 
and  toiletries  are  now  available  on  a 
franchise  basis  to  leading  department 
stores  and  to  pharmacies,  are  adding  foam- 
ing bath  gels  to  the  range.  Packed  in  8fl  oz 
bottles  the  gels  are  in  rose  water,  Swiss 
buttermilk,  apricot  kernel  oil  and  pure 
lime  oil,  varieties,  matching  four  of  their 
most  popular  Swiss  soaps  (Crabtree  & 
Evelyn,  34  Savile  Row,  London  Wl). 

Sundries 

Toilet  bags  for  men 

Two  new  mens'  toilet  bags  are  available 
under  the  Portia  label  from  Solport.  A 
single  compartment  flat  bag  in  pvc  (£0  65) 
features  a  veteran  car  motif  and  is  offered 
in  two  colours.  A  large  bag  in  striped 
Dicel  material  in  four  colours  (£112)  is 
said  to  have  made  a  particular  impact  at 
the  recent  International  Gifts  Fair,  both 
on  the  UK  and  export  markets.  Each  bag 
is  foam  interlined  and  has  a  zip  closure 
and  waterproof  interior.  A  new  list  with 


details  of  all  current  Portia  toilet,  cosmetic 
and  sponge  bags  is  now  available  (Solport 
Bros  Ltd,  Portia  House,  Goring  Street, 
Goring  by  Sea,  Worthing,  West  Sussex 
BN12  4AD). 

Photographic 

Paterson  rotary  trimmers 

Two  models  of  rotary  trimmer  have  been 
introduced  by  Paterson.  Designed  to  be 
convenient  and  safe  to  use  in  the  dark- 
room, one  model  is  for  papers  up  to  lOin 
long  (£9  10)  and  the  other  for  papers  up 
to  16in  (£12  51).  Both  cut  all  types  of 
paper,  prints  and  card  materials  up  to 
postcard  thickness,  and  it  is  claimed  that 
even  thin  materials,  such  as  mounting 
tissues,  can  be  handled  without  any 
difficulty. 

The  hardened  steel  blades  are  self 
sharpening  to  maintain  performance  and 
the  cutter  has  been  designed  to  work 
equally  well  in  either  direction.  The  base 
for  a  trimmer  must  remain  rigid  so  that 
it  keeps  the  paper  guide  square  to  the 
cutting  edge  and  does  not  warp.  Paterson 
ensure  consistent  accuracy  by  moulding 
the  base  in  one  piece  from  ABS  plastics 
material.  Four  non-slip  rubber  feet  are 
fitted  to  the  underside  of  the  base.  Paterson 
say  that  these  features  combine  to  provide 
reliability,  long  life  and  "a  perfectly  clean 
cut  every  time." 

The  track  for  the  cutter  housing  and  the 
pressure  plate  which  holds  the  paper  in 
place  are  combined  in  one  transparent 
moulding,  making  it  easy  to  line  up  the 
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print.  Trimming  to  the  correct  size  is 
simplified  by  the  graduated  rule  which  is 
reversible  for  inch  or  metric  sizes,  so 
making  provision  for  future  metrication 
of  paper  sizes.  Papers  pushed  up  against 
the  guide  at  the  top  of  the  trimmer  are 
automatically  cut  with  square  corners  and 
additional  guidance  for  squaring  up  is 
given  by  parallel  lines  on  the  base  (Pater- 
son Products  Ltd;  UK  distributors:  Rollei 
(UK)  Ltd,  Denington  Estate,  Welling- 
borough, Northants  NN8  2RG). 

Tudor  'own  label'  cassettes 

Tudor  Processing  Ltd  is  introducing  an 
'own  label"  range  of  blank  compact 
cassette  tapes  for  its  dealers.  They  are 
available  from  the  company's  wholesale 
department,  in  three  forms :  C60  (£069) ; 
C90  (£0  94),  and  C120  (£124),  all  described 
as  low  noise,  high  output  quality  BASF 
tapes. 

To  launch  its  new  service,  Tudor  is 
offering  its  dealers  a  special  introductory 
pack,  comprising  15  C60  tapes,  30  C90 
tapes  and  five  CI 20  tapes,  at  a  VAT- 
exclusive  price  of  £21  25.  As  a  seasonal 
bonus,  the  company  offers  a  bottle  of 
Scotch  with  every  initial  order  delivered 
by  Christmas.  Bulk  discount  rates  are 
available  for  mixed  orders  of  200  or  600 
cassettes. 

Tudor  say  that  with  tape  recording 
rapidly  shaping  up  to  mirror  the  growth 
of  photography  as  a  multi-million  pound 
leisure  industry,  the  company  believes  there 
is  a  strong  argument  for  anyone  selling 

Continued  on  p826 
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film  to  sell  blank  tapes,  too.  The  obvious 
parallel  is  that  both  films  and  tapes  are 
sold  in  handy  cassette  or  cartridge  form. 
Managing  director  Mr  Michael  de  Semlyen 
says.  "Cassette  tape  sales  over  the  past  two 
years  have  shown  remarkable  increases, 
and  the  audio  industry  predicts  further 
handsome  growth — with  a  big  market 
share  for  blank  cassettes." 

Label  design  for  the  tapes  features  the 
company's  rose  symbol  and  magenta  and 
black  "house"  colours — with  window 
posters  and  point  of  sale  material  follow- 
ing the  same  theme.  Tudor  promise  ex- 
tensive advertising  in  national  and  enthusi- 
ast Press  and  on  London  Transport  "when 
we  have  achieved  suitable  distribution" 
(Tudor  Processing  Ltd,  30  Oxgate  Lane, 
London  NW2). 


This  Yardley  cosmetics  merchandiser  has 
won  the  French  PLV  Oscar,  an  award 
made  annually  for  technical  design  by 
PLV  magazine,  a  French  trade  journal. 
It  is  the  second  successive  year  in  which 
J.  E.  Slater  Ltd,  Kibworth,  Leics,  has  won 
the  award  for  a  cosmetics  merchandiser. 
The  base  is  timber,  with  the  visible  curves 
injection  moulded  fascias  fitted  over  the 
timber  frame.  The  outside  shape  of  the 
shelf  base  is  tubular  metal.  The  metallic 
finish  is  achieved  by  a  process  of  "silver 
nitrate  spraying." 


Trade 


Priadel:  request  to  check  new  batches 

Delandale  Laboratories  say  that  in  some 
countries  Priadel  tablets  are  marketed  as 
Hypnorex,  an  identical  preparation.  Some 
Hypnorex  tablets  have  been  included  acci- 
dentally in  Priadel  batches  5404,  5405  and 
5406.  Pharmacists  are  advised  to  check 
contents  of  any  containers  of  these  batches 
of  Priadel  tablets  before  dispensing,  to 
ensure  they  are  all  engraved  "Priadel". 
Any  wrongly  engraved  tablets  should  be 
returned  to  Delandale  Laboratories,  37 
Old  Dover  Road,  Canterbury,  Kent. 

Secholex  recalled 

An  impurity  arising  from  the  method  of 
manufacture  has  been  identified  in  Secho- 
lex.  Pharmacia  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Para- 
mount House,  75  Uxbridge  Road,  London 
W5  5SS,  say  that  while  there  is  no 
intrinsic  defect  in  the  drug  itself,  the 
contaminant  is  thought  to  present  a  hazard 
and  because  of  its  prolonged  usage  the 
Licensing  Authority  has  directed  that  the 
drug  be  recalled.  Holders  of  stocks  of 
Secholex  are  advised  to  return  these 
promptly  to  their  wholesalers  for  credit. 

Biovital  liquid  supplies 

Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham, 
Essex  CM8  3AG,  report  a  temporary 
interruption  in  the  import  of  Biovital 
liquid  resulting  in  no  more  stock  being 
available  until  the  New  Year.  Most  whole- 
salers are  still  carrying  stock  and  will 
continue  to  meet  orders  from  chemists 
while  supplies  last.  Biovital  tablets  are 
not  affected. 

Pavacol  and  Pavacol  Diabetic 

WB  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  PO  Box  23, 
Bracknell,  Berkshire  RG12  4YS,  say  that 
when  existing  stocks  of  Pavacol  are 
exhausted  the  product  will  be  discon- 
tinued. Pavacol  Diabetic  will  still  be  avail- 
able in  packs  of  100  and  500ml  and 
should  be  dispensed  for  prescriptions  re- 
quiring  either  preparation. 

Kolantyl  NV  replaces  Kolantyl 

Merrell  division,  Richardson-Merrell  Ltd, 
20  Queensmere.  Slough,  Berks  SL1  IYY, 
are  to  discontinue  the  original  formula- 
tion of  Kolantyl  tablets.  They  say  market 
research  has  shown  that  patients  prefer  a 
product  which  "dissolves"  easily  in  the 
mouth  leaving  less  of  the  characteristic 
bitter  after-taste  from  dicyclomine.  The 
tablets  will  be  replaced  by  Kolantyl  NV, 
which  has  an  improved  taste  and  faster 
action,  the  company  claim. 

Ledclair  and  Limciair  itreciion 

Sinclair  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Borough 
Road,  Godalming,  Surrey  GU7  2AB,  have 
taken  over  the  marketing  and  distribution 
of  calcium  sodium  versenate  injection  and 
cream  and  sodium  versenate  injection.  The 


former  have  been  renamed  Ledclair  in- 
jection (6x5ml,  £3  75)  and  cream  (50g, 
£L50  trade)  and  the  latter  Limciair  in- 
jection (6x5 ml,  £4  00). 

Bilson's  food  distribution 

Distribution  of  Bilson's  food  products  is 
now  handled  by  English  Grains  Ltd,  Park 
Road.  Overseal,  Burton-on-Trent.  Sales 
and  promotion  of  Bilson's  food  is  to  be 
"revitalised"  during  1976  with  furiher 
advertising  in  health  journals.  The  product 
will  continue  to  be  packed  in  6oz  (£0  48) 
and  l2oz  (£0  72)  containers  shrinkwrapped 
in  half-dozens.  The  food  is  a  high  protein 
drink  containing  skimmed  milk,  barley 
malt  and  slippery  elm  bark. 


This  display  unit  for  the  new  Govinda 
range  of  "one-note"  fragrances  (last 
week,  p801 )  is  said  to  occupy  only 
1sq  ft  of  counter  space.  It  is  supplied 
free  with  an  order  for  140  bottles  by 
Toomix  Ltd,  67  Alderbrook  Road, 
London  SW12 

Innoxa  salons  to  close 

The  Innoxa  group  of  companies  announce 
the  closure  of  their  hair  and  beauty  salons 
at  170  New  Bond  Street,  London  Wl,  at 
the  end  of  this  year.  The  Innoxa/Dorothy 
Gray  salons  will  no  longer  be  in  opera- 
tion as  from  January  1,  1976.  New 
premises  are  being  urgently  sought  for  the 
Innoxa  Beauty  School  which  was  closed 
last  month. 

Remington  campaign 

The  Lady  Remington  Vogue  set,  launched 
in  October,  is  now  being  backed  by 
national  consumer  advertising.  Sperry 
Remington  Consumer  Products,  Apex 
Tower.  7  High  Street,  New  Maiden,  Surrey 
K.T3  4DL,  are  running  large-space  adver- 
tisements promoting  "the  only  complete 
home  hairdressing  set."  More  advertising 
is  planned  for  the  New  Year. 

Juvena  Lotus  Garden  colours 

The  oriental  look  is  alive  and  well  and 
here  in  Europe  say  Juvena  who  claim  to 
have  picked  their  new  1976  spring  colours 
from  an  oriental  garden. 

For  the  eyes  they  are  introducing  eye- 
show  Twinset  No.  37  Lotus  Pink  and  Palm 
Leaf.  No.  38  combines  Lotus  Pink  and 
Barracuda  Blue  and  there  is  an  Eyematic 
liner  in  Dark  Grey. 

Two  items  for  the  lips  are  lipstick 
creams  Fresh  Mango  and  Coral  Garden. 
The  same  colours  come  in  the  new 
Nailpolish  cream. 

For  a  porcelain  complexion  Juvena 
suggest  Fluid  Make-up  No.  1  Pastel  Tone 
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but  for  a  slightly  tanned  complexion  the 
shade  is  Desert  Sand. 

For  those  preferring  loose  face  powder 
Invisible  Natural  is  the  colour.  The  Lotus 
Garden  look  is  completed  by  the  compact 
cream  blusher  in  a  new  shade  Rose  Roses 
(Juvena  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  27  Albemarle 
Street,  London  Wl). 

Three  Heinz  desserts  in  jars 

H.  J.  Heinz  &  Co  Ltd,  Hayes,  Middlesex, 
have  added  three  new  desserts  to  their 
range  of  baby  foods  in  jars — extending 
consumer  choice  to  16  savoury  and  six 
dessert  varieties.  The  three  additions — in 
41ozs  (£01040 — are  full  cream  milk  egg 
dessert;  full  cream  milk  chocolate  dessert 
and  lull  cream  milk  caramel  dessert.  Each 
contain  nearly  |  pint  of  milk  and  one- 
fifth  of  a  baby's  recommended  daily  pro- 
tein requirement.  They  are  suitable  for 
babies  of  all  ages  and  have  the  new 
green  and  white  labels.  The  company  are 
backing  the  launch  with  the  distribution  of 
7p  coupons  throughout  December,  via  the 
Press  and  to  mothers  in  hospital. 

J  &  J  at  Olympics 

For  the  twelfth  successive  time,  Britain's 
Olympic  teams  will  be  taking  Johnson  & 
Johnson  products  with  them.  Johnson  & 
Johnson  Ltd,  Slough,  Bucks,  have  once 
again  presented  the  teams  with  products 
needed  at  both  winter  and  summer  events, 
including  Johnson's  baby  powder  and 
Band-aid. 

Dieidrin  and  sheep  scab 

There  is  no  case  for  dieidrin  in  sheep 
scab  control,  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd 
said  last  week.  Commenting  on  reports 
that  some  members  of  the  National 
Farmers'  Union  favour  the  re-introduction 
of  dieidrin  for  a  limited  period  to  end  the 
present  scab  outbreak  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, they  say  that  dieidrin  is  less  active 


iiii^^^^iiiiii 


Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield, 
Witham,  Essex  CMS  3AG,  report  a 
successful  launch  of  their  new  product, 
Tabmint  anti-smoking  chewing  gum, 
which  is  now  packed  12  to  the  display 
outer.  They  anticipate  that  New  Year 
resolutions  should  spark  off  a  rapid 
increase  in  demand  and  to  cover  this 
period  are  offering  an  extra  12i  per 
cent  on  36  or  10  per  cent  on  24 
ordered  direct 


To  cater  for  increased  sales  during 
the  winter  period,  Sterling  Health 
Products  St  Marks  Hill,  Surbiton, 
Surrey,  have  re-introduced  the 
chemist-only  display  unit  for  Coldrex 
tablets.  Each  unit  holds  12  packs  of 
each  of  the  12  and  24  tablet  sizes 


and  has  less  persistence  against  sheep  scab 
mites  than  has  gamma  BHC,  the  com- 
pound at  present  approved  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Dieidrin  sheep  dips  were  first  sold  in 
Britain  in  1954  by  the  Cooper  agricultural 
division  of  Wellcome — two  years  after 
sheep  scab  was  last  eradicated  from  the 
country.  The  insecticide  was  not  used  in 
previous  campaigns  "and  there  is  no 
reason  for  believing  that  it  would  be  of 
value  in  the  present  attempt  to  eradicate 
sheep  scab  from  Britain." 

Vestric  offers 

Seven  Alberto-Culver  products  are  now 
available  from  Vestric  at  special  discounts. 

Products  included  are:  Alberto  Balsam 
shampoo  (normal,  dry,  greasy — sachet, 
large  and  economy);  conditioner  (normal, 
super,  greasy,  extra  body — sachet,  stan- 
dard, large);  V05  shampoo  (normal,  dry. 


greasy — sachet,  standard,  large,  economy); 
total  hair  set  treatment  (standard,  large); 
two-in-one  quickset  (normal,  dry,  greasy 
— 80g);  Groom  Out  grey  (120cc).  Get 
Set  hairspray  (dry,  normal,  greasy — giant) 
is  also  available  on  special  offer  from 
selected  Vestric  branches  until  the  end  of 
January  1976. 

Bonus  offers 

Thistle  Products,  24  Beswick  Street,  Man- 
chester M4  7HS.  24  free  soother  and  cover 
with  six  of  each  of  four  sizes  Chicco 
super  softy  snap-on  pants  and  six  of  each 
size  no  163  baby  pants  with  detachable 
braces;  also  with  12  no  496  shoulder 
sling. 

on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;   NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;   B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island 

Week  commencing  December  22 
Braun    Quick    Curl    Styling    wand  and 
HLD50  hairstyling  set:  All  areas 
Braun  Synchron  Plus  shaver:  All  areas 
Casablanca:  All  except  CI 
Censored:  All  except  U,  CI 
Charlie:  Ln 

Coty  Fragrances:  Ln,  Y,  So,  NE,  A 
Denim:  M 

Hai  Karate:  All  except  CI 
Intimate:  Ln 

Polaroid    Colour    Swinger    and  Super 
Swinger:  All  areas 
Remington  Shavers:  All  areas 
Sparklets:  All  areas 
Sparklets  Beer  tap:  Lc 
Yardley  Sven:  All  areas 

Week  commencing  December  29 

Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 
Casablanca:  All  except  CI 
Censored:  All  except  U,  CI 
Charlie:  Ln 

Hai  Karate:  All  except  CI 
Intimate:  Ln 


More  Christmas  holiday  closings 


From  close  of  business,  Tuesday  Decem- 
ber 23,  to  start  of  business,  Monday, 
December  29.  Also  closed  January  I 
(except  as  stated). 

Astra  Chemicals  Ltd,  PO  box  117,  King 
George's  Avenue,  Watford,  Herts.  (Also 
closed  January  1-4). 

Bristol   Laboratories  and   Mead  Johnson 

Laboratories,     Langley,     Slough,  Bucks 

(open  to  noon,  December  24).* 

Dome    Laboratories,    division    of  Miles 

Laboratories  Ltd,  PO  box  37.  Stoke  Court. 

Stoke  Poges,  Slough  SL2  4LY.* 

May    &    Baker    Ltd,    Dagenham,  Essex 

(open  to  noon,  December  24;  also  closed 

January  2).* 

Roche  Products  Ltd,  PO  box  8,  YVelwyn 
Garden  City,  Herts  AL7  3AY  (open  to 
1  pm,  December  24). 

Other  arrangements 

Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham, 
Essex  CM8  3AG.  Closed  for  week  begin- 


ning December  22,  re-opening  December 
29  at  9  am. 

E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons  Ltd,  Moreton, 
Wirral,  Ches.  Closed  5  pm,  December  24 
to  start  of  business  December  29,  also 
closed  January  1-5.  (Emergency  service 
available  when  office  closed.)  Medical 
information  (Twickenham)  available  in 
normal  working  hours  December  29,  30 
and  31  and  January  2. 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden. 
Surrey.  Closed  December  25,  26.  Normal 
deliveries  December  24,  all  branches  will 
remain  open  until  usual  closing  time.  All 
branches  will  be  manned  on  December  27 
with  deliveries  to  customers  on  request. 
Closed  England  and  Wales  January  1, 
Scotland  January  1-2. 

Warner  Lambert  Group,  Eastleigh,  Hants. 
Closed  December  5 — January  4. 
*  Emergency  supplies  from  John  Bell  & 
Croyden,  50  Wigmore  Street,  London  Wl 
(telephone  01-935  5555). 
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White  coded  lilm-coated  tablets  containing  either  50  mg 
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il  tablets  eacli  containing  2Smg  maprotiline  hvdrochloiide:  orange,  circular 
n  one  side  and  the  letteis  DP  on  the  reverse. 
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Ludiomil  tablets  each  containing  50mg  mapronlme  hydrochloride;  dark  orange 
circular,  iilm-coated  tablets  with  CIBA  on  one  side  and  the  letters  Eft  on  the  reverse. 

Ludiomil  is  an  antidepressant  suitable  lor  all  types  ot  depression,  such  as:  psychotic 
depression  (including  endogenous  depression),  involutional  melancholia,  masked 


Therapeutic  advances  in  1975 


by  C.  R.DAY  FPS 


The  number  of  new  drugs  now  being 
introduced  either  into  hospital  or  general 
use  is  limited  by  the  requirements  of  the 
Medicines  Act  and  by  the  slowing  down 
in  the  rate  of  discovery  of  new  drugs  in 
recent  years.  The  drug  industry  itself  is 
hampered  by  requirements  of  the  Medi- 
cines Act  which  vastly  increase  the  cost 
and  time  of  product  development  so  that 
potentially  useful  new  agents  are  subject 
to  long  delay  or  fail  to  reach  the  market. 
At  the  same  time  the  chance  of  making  a 
major  therapeutic  breakthrough  is  becom- 
ing increasingly  rare,  an  inevitable  result 
of  the  fact  that  a  discovery  can  only  be 
made  once. 

One  of  several  possible  alternatives  to 
finding  new  drugs  is  to  make  better  use  of 
existing  agents  by  devising  improved  drug 
delivery  systems.  Much  expenditure  of 
time  and  money  is  now  being  devoted  to 
this;  one  such  new  product  is  referred  to 
later  in  this  review. 

Cardiovascular  drugs 

As  the  population  of  the  United  Kingdom 
continues  to  age,  so  the  NHS  expenditure 
on  cardiovascular  drugs  rises,  correspond- 
ingly the  number  of  agents  introduced  in 
the  field  goes  on  expanding.  This  year  has 
seen  the  arrival  of  further  /^-adrenergic 
receptor  blocking  compounds,  ie  substances 
which  antagonise  the  actions  of  catechol- 
amines at  /3-adrenergic  receptor  sires.  The 
new  drugs  have  a  selective  action  on  fa- 
receptors  and  are  therefore  indicated  for 
the  treatment  of  heart  conditions. 

Acebutolol  (Sectral)  is  used  in  the 
management  of  angina  pectoris  and  the 
control  of  tachyarrhythmias;  for  the  latter 
an  injection  is  available  for  the  treatment 
of  severe  cases.  Care  is  necessary  when 
acebutolol  is  prescribed  together  with 
reserpine  and  its  derivatives,  as  they  are 
catecholamine-depleting  agents.  Acebutolol 
is  also  giving  good  results  in  the  manage- 
ment of  raised  blood  pressure. 

Metoprolol  (Betaloc,  Lopresor)  is  ad- 
vised for  the  treatment  of  hypertension 
and  angina  pectoris.  Patients  respond 
rapidly  to  a  dosage  of  100  to  200mg  twice 
daily  or  less,  particularly  if  given  together 
with  a  diuretic  such  as  chlorthalidone  or 
a  vasodilator  such  as  hydralazine.  Care 
should  be  taken  in  using  either  acebutolol 
or  metoprolol  in  asthmatic  conditions. 

Another  /^-blocking  agent  undergoing 
trial  is  atenolol  (ICI  66082).  It  is  reported 
(Roy  et  ah  Brit  med  J,  1975,  3,  165)  to  be 
superior  to  practolol  and  placebo  in  all 
values  assessed,  including  the  amount  of 
glyceryl  trinitrate  consumed  by  patients. 
No  side  effects  due  to  atenolol  were  noted. 

In  January  the  Committee  on  Safety  of 
Medicines  warned  all  doctors,  pharma- 
cists and  ophthalmic  opticians  to  observe 
carefully  the  possibility  of  adverse  effects  on 
the  eye  and  of  the  development  of  psoriasis- 


like skin  reactions  in  patients  treated  on 
a  long  term  basis  with  practolol  (Eraldin). 
Subsequently  the  makers  of  practolol  cir- 
culated a  statement  to  the  professions  that 
this  drug  should  be  restricted  to  the  short 
term  treatment  of  certain  heart  dysrhyth- 
mias, especially  those  following  myo- 
cardial infarction.  Furthermore,  tablets  for 
oral  use  would  be  available  only  to  hos- 
pitals, with  ampoules  generally  available. 

Oxpentifylline  (Trental)  is  a  new  vaso- 
dilator indicated  for  the  treatment  of 
peripheral  vascular  disorders.  It  should 
be  used  with  caution  in  patients  with 
hypertension  or  severe  coronary  artery 
disease,  likewise  in  diabetic  states.  Another 
new  vasodilator  is  naftidrofuryl  (Praxi- 
lene),  which  is  claimed  to  relieve  rest 
pain  in  peripheral  vascular  conditions  by 
eliminating  metabolites  which  cause  pain. 

Centrally-acting  agents 

.All  types  of  depression,  including  endog- 
enous states,  ie  those  arising  psychotically 
for  which  there  is  no  discernible  cause, 
may  be  treated  with  a  new  major  anti- 
depressant, maprotiline  (Ludiomil).  This 
compound  has  a  tetracyclic  structure  un- 
like some  of  the  more  recent  antidepres- 
sants which  are  tricyclic  substances.  An 
important  factor  to  patients  is  the  finding 
that  blood  levels  reach  a  steady  state 
whether  the  drug  is  given  once  daily  or  in 
divided  doses,  so  that  individuals  who  have 
difficulty  in  remembering  to  take  their 
treatment  at  regular  intervals  achieve 
satisfactory  haemoconcentrations  on  a 
single  daily  dose. 

Another  introduction  in  this  field  is 
pizotifen  (Sanomigran),  a  drug  with  a  wide 
range  of  activity  against  serotonin,  trypt- 
amine,  histamine  and  kinins.  It  is  indi- 
cated mainly  for  the  prevention  of  recur- 
rent vascular  headaches,  including  various 
types  of  migraine;  it  has  secondary  uses  as 
an  antidepressant  and  sedative. 

Dopaminergic  agents,  such  as  apo- 
morphine,  are  capable  of  alleviating 
parkinsonism  but  are  of  little  clinical  use 
because  of  intolerable  side  effects,  usually 
vomiting.  Bromocriptine,  a  compound  act- 
ing directly  on  dopaminergic  receptors, 
was  developed  to  inhibit  prolactin  secre- 
tion but  was  found  to  be  active  in  animal 
models  of  parkinsonism.  As  a  result, 
bromocriptine  was  used  in  a  double  blind 
trial  in  20  patients  with  parkinsonism;  11 
were  receiving  anticholinergic  drugs  and 
19  were  taking  Ievodopa  and  their  routine 
treatments  were  unchanged.  The  starting 
dose  was  25mg  twice  daily  gradually 
increased  until  side  effects  occurred  or  an 
arbitrary  daily  limit  of  30mg  was  reached. 
The  mean  optimum  dose  was  18  8mg  per 
day  reached  over  an  average  of  8  8  weeks. 
The  trialists  expressed  the  view  that 
bromocriptine  may  have  advantages  over 
conventional     antiparkinsonism  therapy 
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with  especial  benefit  in  the  more  severely 
disabled  patient  (Colne  et  al,  Brit  med  J, 
1974,  4,  442). 

Bromocriptine  also  suppresses  circulat- 
ing growth  hormone  levels  in  cases  of 
acromegaly.  The  drug  holds  some  promise 
as  an  orally  effective  medical  treatment  of 
this  disease,  to  supplement  surgery  and 
radiotherapy  directed  at  the  pituitary 
tumour  (Thorner  el  al,  Brit  med  J,  1975, 
1,  299). 

Chronic  spasticity  due  to  stroke,  mul- 
tiple sclerosis,  injuries  of  the  spinal  cord 
and  cerebral  palsy,  is  a  state  that  hitherto 
has  shown  little  response  to  medical  treat- 
ment. Dantrolene  (Dantrium)  is  a  skeletal 
muscle  relaxant  which  has  been  found 
helpful  to  restore  useful  muscular  func- 
tion in  some  sufferers.  Dosage  is  highly 
individual  and  demands  careful  adjust- 
ment to  obtain  a  satisfactory  response 
and  to  avoid  side  effects.  Dantrolene  is  un- 
suitable for  those  patients  whose  spas- 
ticity is  used  as  a  prop  for  the  maintenance 
of  upright  posture  or  balance  in  walking. 

Fluspirilene  (Redeptin)  is  a  new  long- 
acting  major  tranquilliser  of  the  diphenyl- 
butylpiperidine  group.  It  is  administered 
weekly  by  intramuscular  injection  only 
in  a  starting  dose  of  2mg  which  may  be 
increased  by  increments  of  2mg  to  a 
maximum  of  20mg,  with  an  average 
weekly  maintenance  dose  of  2-8mg.  The 
chief  indication  for  fluspirilene  is  for  main- 
tenance therapy  in  schizophrenia,  especially 
in  patients  who  are  unreliable  in  taking 
oral  drugs. 

Anti-inflammatory  agents 

Phenylbutazone  and  oxyphenbutazone  are 
both  frequently  prescribed  for  the  treat- 
ment of  various  inflammatory  states,  par- 
ticularly rheumatoid  arthritis  and  ankylos- 
ing spondylitis,  but  the  number  of  deaths 
and  severe  reactions  associated  with  their 
use  indicates  a  clear  need  for  safer  anti- 
pyretic, anti-inflammatory  and  analgesic 
drugs.  Flurbiprofen  is  a  non-steroidal 
compound  which  has  been  studied  in  anky- 
losing spondylitis  in  comparison  with 
phenylbutazone  (Calin  and  Grahame,  Brit 
med  J,  1974,  4,  496).  The  new  agent  was 
found  to  be  virtually  free  from  side  effects 
and  likely  to  be  a  useful  tool  in  the 
management  of  this  chronic  disabling  con- 
dition. 

Another  substance  thought  to  be  a  use- 
ful agent  in  rheumatoid  arthritis  is  levami- 
sole.  In  a  small  pilot  study  it  was  found  to 
give  striking  objective  and  subjective  im- 
provement within  the  first  month  of  treat- 
ment. However,  in  a  later  reported  double 
blind  trial  the  good  results  were  not  con- 
firmed and  the  drug  was  thought  to  have 
no  therapeutic  effect. 

Hormones 

Prostatic  carcinoma  is  a  malignant  state 
that  can  be  controlled  by  the  use  of  oestro- 
gens,  which  act  by  reducing  the  pituitary 
control  of  androgen  production  and  by 
antagonising  the  direct  effects  of  andro- 
gens on  the  prostate  gland.  Stilboestrol 
has  been  widely  used  for  this  purpose,  and 
more  recently  fosfestrol  (stilboestrol  phos- 
phate) has  replaced  the  parent  drug  with 
greater  success.  A  long  acting  synthetic 
hormone  which  is  given  by  intramuscular 
injection  every  four  weeks  has  now  been 
produced;  it  is  polyoestradiol  phosphate 
(Estradurin).  The  compound  is  a  polymer 


of  oestradiol  and  its  prolonged  action  is 
dependent  on  the  slow  breakdown  of  the 
polymer  in  the  body.  Typical  oestrogenic 
side  effects,  eg  gynaecomastia,  may  occur 
but  such  effects  are  less  severe  than  with 
conventional  therapy.  Polyoestradiol  phos- 
phate therapy  is  indicated  in  prostatic 
carcinoma  whenever  the  use  of  an  oestro- 
gen is  considered  desirable. 

Conditions  such  as  endometriosis,  fibro- 
cystic mastitis,  and  male  gynaecomastia 
are  improved  by  the  administration  of 
steroids  in  the  form  of  ethinyloestradiol  or 
norethisterone  to  reduce  the  production 
of  pituitary  gonadotrophins,  but  because 
of  their  inherent  oestrogenic  or  proges- 
tational actions  may  produce  unwanted 
effects  on  the  breasts,  uterus  and  smooth 
muscle.  A  synthetic  steroid,  danazol 
iDanol)  having  neither  oestrogenic  nor 
progestational  activity,  but  still  capable  of 
inhibiting  the  release  of  pituitary  gonado- 
trophins has  now  been  produced.  When 
given  in  a  dosage  of  600-800mg  per  day, 
danazol  has  been  found  to  improve  more 
than  80  per  cent  of  symptoms  including 
pelvic  pain,  menorrhagia,  dysmenorrhoea, 
dyspareunia,  as  well  as  the  associated  in- 
fertility. Androgenic  side  effects  are  few, 
but  little  effect  on  libido  has  been  noted. 
No  instances  of  deep  venous  thrombosis 
or  allied  complications  have  been  reported 
to  date. 

Nafoxidine,  a  diphenyldihydronaph- 
thalene  derivative,  is  a  synthetic  non- 
steroidal anti-oestrogen  compound  related 
to  clomiphene  and  chlorotrianisene  which 
has  been  studied  in  the  treatment  of  ad- 
vanced breast  cancer.  In  a  comparative 
trial  with  ethinyloestradiol,  nafoxidine 
gave  most  promising  results  (Hewson  et 
al,  Brit  med  J,  1975,  2,  711).  Untoward 
effects  are  ichthyosis,  sometimes  severe, 
and  phototoxic  skin  effects  on  exposure  to 
sunlight. 

The  search  for  an  acceptable  male  oral 
contraceptive  continues.  A  small  trial  of 
methyltestosterone  lOmg  and  ethinyl- 
oestradiol lOmcg  given  twice  daily  has 
been  reported  (Briggs  and  Briggs,  Nature, 
1974,  252,  585).  The  combination  was 
found  to  produce  reversible  infertility  with 
little  effect  on  libido  and  no  untoward  side 
effects.  The  authors  hold  the  opinion  that 
this  may  be  a  practical  approach  to  male 
oral  contraception. 

On  the  female  side,  a  device  to  deliver  a 
continuous  direct  supply  of  progesterone 
to  the  lining  of  the  uterus  has  been 
licensed  for  marketing  in  the  United  King- 
dom. It  is  known  as  Progestasert-R  and 
consists  of  a  small,  T-shaped,  flexible, 
plastic,  membrane-enclosed  reservoir  of 
progesterone  38mg.  which  is  inserted  in 
the  uterus.  The  device  releases  proges- 
terone continuously  at  the  rate  of  65mcg 
per  day  for  one  year.  Fertility  control  of 
98  5-99  per  cent  is  claimed  for  the  device. 

Anti-microbial  agents 

Talampicillin  (Talpen)  is  a  new  semi- 
synthetic penicillin  that  has  become  avail- 
able. After  oral  administration  it  is  well 
absorbed  and  rapidly  hydrolysed;  a  dose 
of  250mg  gives  peak  serum  concentrations 
of  ampicillin  which  are  twice  those  ob- 
tained from  250mg  of  ampicillin  and  are 
usually  achieved  in  half  the  time.  Talampi- 
cillin is  indicated  in  the  treatment  of 
infections  due  to  ampicillin-sensitive 
organisms.  It  causes  less  diarrhoea  than 


ampicillin,  but  is  contraindicated  in 
penicillin  hypersensitivity. 

The  principle  of  a  fixed  ratio  association 
of  two  drugs  to  give  increased  antibacterial 
action  is  well  established  in  the  form  of 
cotrimoxazole.  A  new  fixed  ratio  com- 
bination of  two  agents  referred  to  as 
PCS/DFA  has  been  reported  to  have 
activity  against  every  bacterial  species 
studied  in  vitro  and  in  vivo,  including  the 
very  resistant  Pseitdomonas  aeruginosa. 

Anti-duodenal  ulcer  agent 

The  observation  that  burimamide,  a  PL- 
receptor  antagonist,  inhibited  gastric  acid 
secretion  in  man  has  led  to  the  clinical 
evaluation  of  metiamide,  a  histamine  H.,- 
receptor  antagonist,  in  duodenal  ulceration. 
In  a  multicentre  trial  (Lancet,  1975,  ii, 
779)  the  administration  of  metiamide  was 
associated  with  relief  from  pain  of  the 
ulceration  coupled  with  a  reduction  in 
antacid  consumption.  The  double  blind 
trial  was  endoscopically  monitored  and 
demonstrated  that  histamine  H2-receptor 
antagonists  can  promote  healing  of  duo- 
denal ulceration.  Such  compounds  are 
likely  to  play  a  major  role  in  future. 

Antineoplastic  agents 

Malignant  melanoma  is  a  condition 
characterised  by  its  rapidly  fatal  termina- 
tion, therefore  any  agent  that  may  al- 
leviate the  condition  is  very  welcome. 
Dacarbazine  (DTIC)  is  a  substance  whose 
action  is  unknown,  but  it  may  act  either 
by  inhibiting  DNA  synthesis,  by  acting  as 
an  alkylating  agent  or  by  interacting  with 
SH  groups.  It  is  administered  intra- 
venously in  carefully  monitored  courses 
with  the  strictest  attention  to  the  blood 
picture  and  it  is  best  administered  to 
patients  in  hospital. 

Nitroimidazole  compounds  have  been 
found  to  increase  the  sensitivity  of  cancer 
cells  to  radiation  therapy.  One  such  com- 
pound is  the  versatile  agent  metronidazole 
(Flagyl),  another  is  known  as  07-0582; 
large  doses  of  these  agents  given  about 
three  hours  before  radiation  increase  the 
oxygenation  of  cancer  cells  which  are  de- 
prived of  oxygen  because  of  their  poor 
blood  supply.  The  radio-sensitivity  of  the 
cancer  cells  is  thus  increased  without  in- 
creasing the  sensitivity  of  normal  cells. 

Anti-diabetic  agents 

The  range  of  orally  administered  agents 
for  the  management  of  maturity  onset 
diabetes  has  been  expanded  by  the  intro- 
duction of  glipizide  (Minodiab).  In  patients 
previously  untreated  the  starting  dose  is 
2  5-5  mg  daily  which  is  then  adjusted  to 
give  optimum  results.  The  maintenance 
dosage  lies  between  2  5  and  20mg  per  day. 
When  glipizide  replaces  some  other  oral 
anti-diabetic  the  initial  daily  dosage  is 
5mg  in  divided  doses.  The  addition  of  a 
biguanide  to  the  regimen  may  be  found 
helpful  in  controlling  the  diabetic  state. 

Glibornuride  (Glutril)  is  a  new  sul- 
phonylurea  derivative  which  has  been 
found  to  be  an  effective,  safe,  oral  anti- 
diabetic drug.  It  is  reported  (Logie  and 
Stowers,  British  med.  J,  1975,  3,  514)  to 
be  no  more  significantly  potent  than  exist- 
ing drugs  and  does  not  represent  an  im- 
portant development.  It  is  stated  however 
that  if  glibornuride  can  be  marketed  at  a 
competitive  price  it  could  become  a  drug 
of  commercial  interest. 
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Joy  at  the  Jubilee 


by  W.  H.  A.  C.  Whyte,  FPS 


After  toiling  away  for  many  years  as  local 
secretary  and  delegate  at  meetings  and 
conferences,  my  reward  came  when  I  was 
invited  to  represent  Essex,  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk  at  the  PATA  Jubilee  dinner  at 
Apothecaries  Hall,  a  type  of  City  function 
that  I  had  long  desired  to  attend.  The 
start  was  a  trifle  disconcerting,  having  to 
ferret  out  the  undistinguished  entrance  in 
a  gloomy  back  lane  of  the  City,  but  once 
inside  the  picture  changed  completely. 
Relieved  of  hat  and  coat,  I  was  ushered 
into  an  impressive  high  ceilinged  hall, 
richly  panelled  in  gleaming  woodwork, 
with  the  walls  hung  with  portraits  of 
noble  early  masters,  all  warmly  but  dis- 
creetly illumined  by  the  bulbs  of  great, 
cut  glass  chandeliers. 

At  once,  a  silver  tray  of  golden  sherries 
appeared  before  me  with  the  query,  "Dry 
or  sweet,  sir?*'  Being  no  connoisseur  then, 
I  fear  that  I  took  a  sweet  one.  Anyway,  I 
enjoyed  it  and  soon  took  another  as  I 
tried  to  get  my  bearings.  All  around 
thronged  the  high  and  noble  representa- 
tives of  the  profession,  together  with  the 
distinguished  guests.  There  stood  the 
members  of  the  Executive,  the  substantial 
figure  of  the  secretary,  Joseph  Wright,  the 
president,  secretary,  Sir  Hugh  Linstead, 
and  Councillors  of  the  Society,  and  the 
chief  speaker.  Sir  Hildreth  Glyn-Jones,  QC. 

Fin®  fettie 

Teetering  to  the  edge  of  this  confident 
gathering,  J  caught  the  eye  of  another 
quiet  looking  chap  and  we  exchanged 
introductions.  He  represented  Lincolnshire, 
Herts  and  Rutland  and  we  "hit  it  off" 
immediately.  Animatedly  we  discussed  the 
position  of  the  smaller  pharmacist  caught 
between  the  pressures  of  big  business  on 
one  hand  and  officialdom  on  the  other, 
and  even  ventured  doubtful  looks  at  the 
"big  guns"  up  in  front,  and  queried  if  they 
were  always  on  our  side  when  framing 
their  policies  and  rules.  Oh,  yes,  we  were 
in  fine  fettle,  and  all  the  time  the  per- 
suasive waiters  were  at  our  elbows  with 
their  query,  "Sweet  or  dry?" 

From  the  elite,  we  switched  to  our 
ordinary  members  with  their  awkwardness 
and  apathy,  and  then  on  to  politics  and 
sport.  Congenial  souls,  the  minutes 
whizzed  by — and  down  went  the  aperitifs 
almost  unnoticed.  Then  came  the  order  to 
proceed  to  the  banqueting  hall.  After 
one  last  drink,  we  shook  hands,  vowed 
eternal  friendship — I  never  set  eyes  on  him 
again — and  moved  off  to  be  faced  by  a 
wide,  thickly  carpeted  staircase. 

With  three  light  bounds,  I  was  at  the 
top  and  swept  into  another  even  larger 
hall.  Here,  confronted  by  beautiful 
stained  glass  windows  and  sweet,  solemn 
music,  for  one  brief  flash  I  thought  that 
I  had  entered  a  cathedral.  Attuning  to  the 


position  cautiously,  I  saw  that  the  music 
emanated  from  a  nearby  string  quartet 
the  'cellist  of  which  was  a  lady  of  ample 
charms.  Not  quite  "with  it",  I  half  turned 
towards  her  with  the  vague  thought  of 
asking  her  for  the  pleasure  of  a  dance. 
I  cannot  think  what  prompted  this  but 
she  was  eyeing  me  with  a  look  of  such 
intense  hauteur  that,  although  my  inten- 
tions were  quite  honourable  and  friendly, 
I  quickly  made  off. 

To  all  queries  I  murmured,  "Essix, 
Suffix  and  Norfix"  and  was  shown  into  a 
seat.  Here  came  another  jolt  for  in  front 
of  me  ranged  a  pile  of  gleaming  cutlery 
of  all  kinds  imaginable.  My  thoughts  went 
back  to  my  last  big  dinner  where  I  had 
somehow  been  the  chairman.  At  my  side 
had  sat  the  guest  of  the  evening,  either 
Sir  Gurney  Benham  or  his  equally  cele- 
brated elder  brother,  Charles,  author  of 
Essex  Ballads,  etc.  Our  conversation 
throughout  the  meal  had  been  of  such 
absorbing  interest  that  I  had  paid  scant 
attention  to  the  tools  that  I  had  used  until 
at  the  end  I  was  faced  with  a  juicy,  liquid 
sweet  and  only  a  fish  knife  with  which  to 
tackle  it. 

The  Master  of  Ceremonies  was  then 
standing  behind  me  and  he  surveyed  the 
situation  in  horror.  Frantically  he  gesticu- 
lated to  the  head  waiter  who  signed  to  a 
waiter  who  dashed  up  and  filled  the  chair- 
man's glass,  only  to  be  waved  away 
furiously.  After  much  further  miming  and 
gesticulating,  by  which  time  most  of  the 
big  hall  was  in  a  state  of  turmoil  as  waiter 
after  waiter  was  alerted  as  well  as  distant 
kitchen  staff,  a  small  spoon  was  brought 
and  deposited  in  front  of  the  chairman, 
and  peace  restored.  Sir  Gurney  had  sat 
impassively  throughout  the  amazing 
pantomime.  Unfortunately,  I  was  too 
shaken  to  catch  his  dry  comment,  and 
dare  not  inquire  in  case  he  was  wonder- 
ing how  1  had  contrived  to  eat  my  fish 
with  a  teaspoon. 

Insecurity 

Now  faced  again  with  such  a  prospect, 
I  carefully  selected  a  sweet  spoon  and 
placed  it  far  to  the  outside  of  the  battery. 
Then  I  focussed  on  the  glasses — aperitif, 
sherry,  hock,  wine,  liqueur,  brandy,  etc — 
and  felt  further  insecurity.  However,  press 
on.  Britain  can  take  it. 

The  meal  started  and  so  did  the  drinks. 
Down  went  another  aperitif — very  refresh- 
ing. The  white  wine  following,  my 
favourite,  was  so  good  with  the  fish  that 
I  caught  the  eye  of  the  wine  waiter  and 
rashly  had  a  second  glass.  Then  came  the 
red  wine,  rather  dry  but  full  bodied.  For 
some  reason  I  now  felt  in  an  expansive 
mood. 

Looking  around  and  chatting  with  my 
neighbours,    I    found    that,    rightly  or 


wrongly,  I  had  been  deposited  in  the 
midst  of  a  batch  of  lively  doctors.  Being 
equally  merry,  we  teased  each  other  with 
relish.  I  related  how,  to  decipher  one  of 
our  doctor's  prescriptions,  we  put  it  on 
the  floor,  stood  on  our  heads  and  squinted 
sideways  at  it — a  pardonable  exaggeration. 
They  responded  with  equally  exaggerated 
— but  still  recognisable — quirks  of  their 
local  pharmacists. 

I  felt  that  I  scored  a  point  when  I 
continued  about  another  doctor  whose 
handwriting  was  firm  but  so  minute  that 
It  looked  like  a  series  of  dots  and  dashes. 
Not  being  able  to  afford  a  magnetic 
microscope,  we  tried  a  six  inch  magnify- 
ing glass,  and  if  this  failed,  I  went  and 
looked  over  the  patient,  put  a  few  leading 
questions  and  then  made  up  what  I 
thought  was  intended,  marking  the  pre- 
scription accordingly.  No-one  having  ques- 
tioned this  treatment,  I  presumed  that  all 
were  satisfied.  Each  point,  on  either  side, 
was  received  with  roars  of  delighted 
laughter. 

Looking  up  once,  I  was  momentarily 
chastened  by  a  stern  look  directed  at  our 
table  by  Mr  F.  W.  Adams,  joint  secretary 
of  the  Society.  Still,  I  felt  that  I  could  not 
be  expected  to  damp  the  gay  doctors,  and 
after  all,  they  were  our  guests  to  be 
entertained. 

The  Loving  Cup 

At  last,  after  the  port,  brandy  and 
liqueurs,  came  the  final  ceremony,  the 
passing  around  of  the  Loving  Cup.  The 
ceremonial  procedure  was  solemnly  ex- 
plained but  had  gone  from  me  before  my 
turn  came.  The  big  vessel  holding  the 
special  drink  had  to  be  held  in  a  special 
way — onehanded? — while  the  next  guest 
in  line  protected  the  drinker  with  upraised 
arm.  Apparently,  in  the  bad,  old  days,  on 
occasion,  when  a  visitor  was  happily 
drinking  with  the  cup  clasped  in  his  arms, 
a  sneaky  fellow  would  whip  out  his  sword 
and  run  him  through. 

When  my  turn  came,  and  no  swords  in 
sight,  I  grabbed  it  firmly  in  both  hands 
although  I  could  see  from  the  pained 
expression  of  the  attendant  that  all  was 
not  well.  Also,  I  was  not  sure  whether  we 
were  expected,  as  at  communion  in 
church,  just  to  moisten  our  lips  with  the 
liquid.  Anyway,  having  heard  of  interest- 
ing ingredients  in  the  punch,  I  upended  a 
useful  swig,  but  despite  my  pharmaceu- 
tical training,  could  not  detect  the 
flavours,  and  so  tried  again.  This  time  I 
decided  definitely  against  the  stuff,  and 
dumped  the  chalice  into  the  hands  of  the 
next  guest  without  further  ado. 

This  being  the  end  of  the  main  speeches 
— and  the  drinks — I  shot  a  glance  at  my 
watch  and  decided  that  it  might  be  pos- 
sible to  catch  the   11.30  pm  train  if  I 
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moved  promptly.  This  time  I  made  no 
leaps  on  the  staircase,  rather  proceeding 
with  a  cautious  sliding  motion.  On  claim- 
ing my  hat  and  coat,  I  thought  that  the 
attendants  eyed  me  rather  anxiously — was 
my  bowtie  askew? — but  having  previously 
done  my  staff  work,  1  knew  my  way  to 
the  station  and  guided  by  the  providence 
which  succours  the  young  and  those  that 
look  on  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  arrived 
intact  at  the  platform  at  Liverpool  Street 
to  be  greeted  by  a  small,  sympathetic 
band  of  ticket  collectors  and  porters.  In 
the  distance  were  the  red  tail  lights  of  the 
train  disappearing  in  the  darkness. 

And  so  to  bed 

"Confound,"  says  I,  "I  wanted  to  get  to 
Colchester  tonight."  A  knowing  ticket 
collector  took  over  and  said,  soothingly, 
"You  see  those  coaches  over  there,  sir? 
They  are  part  of  a  train  that  leaves  for 
Colchester  in  an  hour.  If  I  were  you  sir, 
I  would  find  a  nice  corner  seat  in  a  first- 
class  compartment  and  have  a  little  doze. " 
This  advice  was  so  sound  that  I  took  it 
thankfully. 

Hardly  had  I  seemed  to  have  eased  my 
collar  and  settled  down,  than  I  heard  an 
insistent  voice  proclaiming,  "Colchester, 
Colchester."  "That's  what  I  want,"  I 
mumbled,  and  scrambled  out,  somewhat 
bemused,  to  find  that  that  was,  indeed, 
where  we  were.  I  found  my  car,  drove 
home,  murmurred  a  kind  greeting  to  my 
wife  and  returned  to  sleep. 

Next  morning,  I  was  on  duty  at  the 
usual  time  with  just  a  suspicion  of  a  thick 
head.  A  truly  successful  celebration — but 
I  wonder  where  it  might  have  ended  if 
that  stentorian  call  had  not  pierced  my 
consciousness  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning. 


The  author 

Mr  W.  H.  A.  C.  Whyte,  whose  reflections 
on  dinner  functions  are  published  here, 
has  been  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  this  month  for  dis- 
tinction in  the  prc'ession  and  the  history 
of  pharmacy.  Qualifying  in  1925,  he  has 
been  very  active  in  pharmaceutical 
circles,  including  holding  a  22-year  term 
of  office  as  secretary  to  the  Co'chester 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists 
and  25  years  as  secretary  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  Colchester  Branch. 
He  is  also  a  past  chairman  of  the  Essex 
Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

Mr  Whyte  has  often  contributed  articles 
on  pharmaceutical  practice  and  allied 
subjects  to  C&D. 


Pharmacy 
antiques  in 
salerooms 

An  F.  Bridges  phrenological  bust,  height 
5^in  (Lot  29)  fetched  18  guineas  plus 
premium  at  Christie's  sale  of  English  and 
continental  ceramics  of  the  19th  and  20th 
centuries  at  St  James's,  London  SW1,  on 
November  10.  The  partitions  were  marked 
in  gold  on  a  scroll  mount  with  inkwells 
and  square  base. 

At  their  sale  of  November  13  of  pewter 
and  metalwork,  the  first  lot  consisted  of 
two  bell-metal  mortars,  height  5+in  and 
4|in.  The  larger  of  the  two  was  the  more 
interesting,  having  on  each  side  three  casts 
in  relief  of  Charles  II's  head.  The  smaller 
had  the  usual  single  relief  of  the  portrait 
stamp.  They  realised  280  guineas  plus 
premium. 

At  Phillips  sale  of  English  and  conti- 
nental ceramics  held  on  December  3  the 
most  important  item  was  a  Lambeth  delft 
armorial  jug  dated  1673,  height  9|in,  with 
the  arms  of  the  Cordwainers'  Company  of 
London  painted  in  blue.  It  was  acquired 
by  a  London  dealer  for  £3,400.  An  English 
delft  syrup  jar,  height  8in,  S.  Sambuci 
(syrup  of  elderberries)  with  the  cherub 
design,  made  £120.  Phillips,  Son  &  Neale 
do  not  ask  any  premium  from  buyers. 

On  November  1 1  at  Sotheby's  Bond 
Street  auction  rooms  an  English  delft 
miniature  pill  pot  went  to  a  London 
dealer  for  £140  plus  premium.  It  had  a 
cherub  design  and  was  inscribed  P. 
Alofphan  (aromatic  pills  with  aloes), 
height  3jin.  Of  the  various  Italian  drug 
jars  the  best  item  was  lot  154,  a  pair  of 
Savona  spouted  jars,  height  7in,  which 
fetched  £500 — a  high  price  for  this  type 
of  iar  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  either 
scarce  or  rare.  Other  prices  were  a 
Venetian  albarello  dia  cassia  cu  ma  from 
Sir  William  Reynolds-Stevens  collection, 
£180,  and  a  dry  drug  jar  from  Savona 
dated  1679  inscribed  Filonio  Romano,  a 
preparation  of  opium,  height  9|in,  which 
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although  the  base  was  damaged  fetched 
£230.  At  the  same  saleroom  a  number  of 
Italian  drug  jars  were  auctioned  on 
December  2,  the  prices  varying  from  £40 
to  £210  plus  premium. 

A  set  of  four  creamware  jugs  with  their 
inscriptions  in  reddish  brown  and  their 
spouts  modelled  with  a  mask  of  Galen 
were  sold  for  £180  at  the  auction  of  the 
Tinegate  Collection  held  on  December  4 
by  T.  R.  G.  Lawrence  &  Son,  Crewkerne, 
Somerset.  The  collection  included  English 
and  Dutch  drug  jars  as  well  as  Italian 
Maiolica  and  14  mortars. 

The  tamarinds  and  leech  jars  (illustrated) 
lots  188  and  189,  fetched  £85  and  £75 
respectively.  The  former  had  Tamarinds 
in  gold  on  a  dark  blue  label  on  a  light 
blue  ground,  height  124in.  The  leech  jar 
with  a  pierced  dome  cover,  was  another 
decorative  piece,  the  word  Leeches  writ- 
ten in  gold  on  a  dark  blue  label  between 
scroll  ornaments,  height  12in.  The  Italian 
drug  jars,  lots  181  and  197  (illustrated), 
realised  £32  and  £30  respectively.  The  last 
item  was  a  small  mahogany  medicine  chest 
fitted  with  glass  bottles  which  made  £65. 

John  Tinegate,  MPS,  was  in  business  at 
Dorchester.  Dorset,  before  his  retirement. 


Books 


Tolley's  Taxation  in  the  Republic  of 
lre!snd. 

Eric  L  Harvey  FCA,  Tolley  Publishing  Co 
Ltd,  44a  High  Street,  Croydon,  Surrey 
CR9  1UU.  9i  x  6in.  Pp  vi  +  51.  £1-75 
(paperback). 

This  edition  is  published  within  eight 
months  of  the  last  because  of  changes  in 
the  Irish  financial  year  which  now  follows 
the  calendar  year  (previously  it  ran  from 
April  1  to  March  31). 

Full  details  are  given  of  both  Finance 
Acts  introduced  in  1975  and  the  new 
capital  gains  tax  and  wealth  tax.  At  the 
time  of  going  to  press  the  capital  acqui- 
sitions tax  has  not  been  enacted,  but 
proposed  provisions  are  given. 

Books  received: 

Indian  Pharmaceutical  Guide  1975 

Pamposh  Publications,  (Hauz  Khas,  New 
Delhi,  India).  9f  x  7-iin.  Pp  1,299.  £10. 
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New  logo  for  Westons'  aggressive 
sales  promotion  drive 


Westons  Chemists  aim  to  establish  their 
name  as  a  household  word — both  through 
projection  of  a  corporate  identity  and 
"aggressive"  sales  policies  coupled  with 
consumer  advertising  which  does  not  use 
restricted  titles.  The  campaign  includes 
monthly  promotions  with  common  themes. 

The  first  steps  in  the  campaign  were  un- 
veiled last  week  when  a  new  company 
logo  was  announced.  The  logo — a  stylised 
"W"  with  a  television  screen-shaped  sur- 
round— is  already  being  introduced  onto 
facia  boards  of  shops.  Preparations  are 
well  advanced  for  the  introduction  of 
other  materials  with  the  new  design — 
paper  bags,  overalls,  display  materials, 
stationery,  etc. 

Own  brand  introductions 

Several  "own  brand"  products  with  new 
designs  were  introduced  last  month  includ- 
ing orange  and  lemon  drinks,  a  fabric 
softener,  bleach,  washing  up  liquid,  toilet 
soap,  freshmint  toothpaste  and  hot  water 
bottles.  The  labels  carry  the  new  logo  and 
most  also  feature  the  slogan  "Value  pack" 
to  emphasise  that  quality  is  as  good  as 
that  of  the  brand  leader  but  the  price 
lower.  New  packs  planned  for  next  year 
include  shampoo,  foam  bath,  hairspray, 
fingertip  grooming,  tissues,  toilet  rolls  and 
"a  home  brew". 

Westons'  promotional  activity  over  the 
pre-Christmas  period  is  aimed  at  obtain- 
ing a  25  per  cent  increase  in  counter 
trading  compared  to  last  year.  For  the  first 
time  a  television  campaign  is  being  run, 
(last  week,  p796)  in  conjunction  with 
major  cosmetic,  toiletry,  photographic  and 
electrical  manufacturers.  The  first  full- 
page  Press  advertisement  appeared  in  the 
London  Evening  Standard  last  week  and 
other  Press  advertising  includes  Bristol 
Evening  Post  and  Birmingham  Evening 
Mail.  Both  television  and  Press  advertise- 
ments have  the  theme  "Christmas  gift  shop 
at  Westons." 

Westons  say  that  a  careful  review  of 


promotional  activity  and  reduced  prices  in 
general  has  indicated  that  certain  changes 
are  necessary.  The  company's  staff  maga- 
zine explains:  "The  benefits  of  our  aggres- 
sive pricing  policies  need  to  be  more  easily 
recognised  by  the  consumer.  We  have 
therefore  decided  to  adopt  the  selling 
slogan  'Westons'  everday  low  prices'  which 
can  be  carried  through  on  price  tickets, 
show  material  and  even  into  media  adver- 
tising. In  addition  to  an  everyday  com- 
petitive pricing  policy,  up  to  20  leading 
brands  in  major  markets  will  receive  full 
promotional  treatment  every  month." 

The  promotions  are  to  be  in  line  with 
calendar  months  from  March  1,  instead  of 
overlapping  periods  of  six  weeks,  and 
there  will  be  common  themes  in  the  pro- 
gramme, such  as  the  current  "Christmas 
shop  at  Westons."  The  company  hope 
"certain  feature  products  with  highly  com- 
petitive prices"  would  create  "buy  to 
remember"  benefit  in  support  of  efforts 
to  establish  Westons  as  a  household  name. 

Wholesale  chain  reorganised 

Barclay  &  Sons  Ltd,  the  group's  whole- 
sale interest,  is  also  to  be  reorganised. 
The  chain  of  26  depots — which  with  a 
turnover  approaching  £30m,  is  claimed  to 
rank  in  fourth  place — was  created  by 
acquisition  of  independent  companies,  and 
many  depots  still  trade  under  their  old 
titles  such  as  Fairbank  Kirby  and  Bertram 
Griffiths.  From  March  1,  these  names  will 
be  phased  out  to  be  replaced  by  Barclay 
&  Sons  Ltd.  Some  of  the  old  companies 
had  trading  activities  secondary  to 
pharmaceutical  wholesaling,  and  these 
operations  are  being  extracted  as  separate 
entities  in  their  own  right,  complete  with 
trading  titles,  such  as  Hildreth  &  Co  Ltd, 
who  are  suppliers  of  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  and  sundries. 

Comprehensive  depots 

In  addition  to  all  depots  providing  a  full 
service    in    dispensing    products,  certain 


The  television-screen-style  trade  mark 
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depots  will  offer  a  selected  range  of  OTC 
merchandise.  Such  "comprehensive"  depots 
are:  Belfast,  Bolton,  Brighton,  Cardiff, 
Coventry,  Darlington,  Eckington,  Grimsby, 
Nottingham,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Wednesbury 
and  York,  Rationalisation  of  stocks, 
coupled  with  revised  stock  control  systems 
and  central  control  of  inventory,  will  en- 
able Barclay  to  return  to  a  national  pro- 
gramme of  promotional  activity  shortly. 

Reorganisation 

A  new  group  department  —  marketing 
and  merchandising — has  been  set  up  over 
the  last  few  months  with  total  responsi- 
bility for  both  Westons  Chemists  and 
Barclay  &  Sons  in  all  matters  relating  to 
merchandise  selection,  purchasing  negotia- 
tions, and  sales  promotion.  The  total 
inventory  stocked  by  both  divisions  has 
been  divided  into  five  main  sectors  and 
a  product  controller  appointed  for  each. 

Marketing  director  is  Mr  John  Ramsay, 
marketing  executive  Paul  Taylor,  MPS, 
and  product  controllers  so  far  appointed 
are:  Alf  Charles,  photo/audio;  Tony 
Mann,  home/leisure:  John  Powell, 
toiletries;  and  Margaret  Shemilt,  beauty/ 
fashion;  Mrs  Taylor,  a  pharmacist,  is  act- 
ing as  caretaker  product  controller  phar- 
macy until  an  appointment  is  confirmed. 
Mr  Phil  Morris  has  been  appointed  to 
the  post  of  merchandising  director  for 
Westons,  and  he  has  initiated  a  major  pro- 
gramme aimed  at  achieving  the  best  use 
of  selling  space.  He  is  also  to  develop 
future  policy  on  merchandising  and  dis- 
play and  is  responsible  for  a  national 
team  of  merchandisers. 

The  department  is  nearing  completion 
of  an  inventory  rationalisation,  and  is 
creating  sales  records  systems.  A  new 
stock  control  system  has  been  introduced 
at  the  central  supply  depot,  and  from  next 
month  an  improved  stock  control  method 
is  being  adopted  at  branch  level  together 
with  a  more  regular  delivery  of  fast- 
moving  merchandise. 
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The  strongest  weapon 
for  pharmacy 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  NPU 
could  between  them,  I  believe,  cope 
successfully  with  the  many  problems  we 
face.  Concentrated  unified  effort,  properly 
applied,  is  our  strongest  weapon. 

Our  handicaps  are  lack  of  clearly- 
defined  goals,  lack  of  organised  will,  lack 
cf  confidence,  lack  of  information,  lack 
of  unity.  Our  powerful  assets  I  have 
referred  to  many  many  times  already. 
More  than  once  I  have  asked  that  we  try 
to  decided  precisely  what  we  want  for 
pharmacy  so  that  pharmacy  can  best  serve 
the  public.  Can  we,  during  1976,  find  out 
the  basic  points  of  agreement  between 
all  the  organisations  within  pharmacy  and 
go  out  to  achieve  common  objectives? 

We  spend  overmuch  time  and  effort 
competing  within  pharmacy,  when  we 
could  profitably  be  combining  and  co- 
operating. Let  us,  for  example,  accept  that 
we  can  be  equally  professional  in  our 
dispensary  and  in  the  "front-shop". 

The  NPU  and  the  Society  can  be  as 
strong  as  members  make  them.  If  change 
is  needed,  if  the  Society  requires  a  new 
charter,  let  us  fight  for  this.  Mr  Mervyn 
Madge  has,  it  is  reported,  suggested  there 
should  perhaps  be  a  Royal  Commission  on 
pharmacy  or  that  a  new  charter  be  pro- 
moted. These  ideas  must  not  be  buried  in 
a  grave  of  indecision.  I  applaud  Mr 
Madge's  courage  and  straight  talk;  he 
merits  our  support  as  a  man  with  con- 
viction and  with  a  readiness  to  speak  his 
mind. 

Let  us  resolve,  for  1976  and  the  future, 
to  rise  above  trivial  divisive  inside  rivalries, 
to  be  statesmen  and  stateswomen  and  not 
politicians. 

For  years  we  have  spoken.  Now  let  us 
act.  What  is  your  goal,  dear  reader,  for 
pharmacy  and  public?  What  are  you  going 
to  do  about  it  in  1976? 

What  about  more  open-ness  in  our 
Society  affairs,  in  our  goals,  our  organisa- 
tion? Again  I  ask,  who  does  what,  and 
how  and  why  and  for  how  much,  in  the 
PSGB?  And  what  a  silence  from  high 
places  about  those  fees! 

E.  A.  Jensen 

Brighton 

Seasonal  message 

With  the  approach  of  the  Festive  Season, 
it  is  relevant  to  note  there  could  be  only 
365  more  "closed  shops"  to  next  Christmas, 
and  in  my  Christmas  message  to  the 
exponents  of  "laissez-faire"  or  the  "Neros" 
of  pharmacy,  I  would  say,  "You  had 
better  change  your  tune,  and  soon." 

According  to  a  report  last  week,  "Big 
Brother"  (the  Parliamentary  Under- 
secretary for  the  Department  of  Health) 
is  "watching  the  pharmacy  closure  rate 
carefully"  and  is  looking  for  exceptional 
circumstances   where   "special  dispensing 


arrangements'  might  be  justified."  This 
statement,  taken  with  the  recent  publication 
of  the  West  Midlands  County  Council 
Private  Bill  for  establishing  municipal 
pharmacies,  together  with  the  proposed 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous)  Pro- 
visions Bill,  shows  that  with  the  present 
well-meaning,  but  grossly  ineffective  voice 
of  pharmacy,  the  writing  is  certainly  on 
the  wall.  That  is  not  to  mention  public 
complaints  about  the  "lack  of  pharmaceu- 
tical services"  in  the  Lambeth,  Southwark 
and  Lewisham  areas  of  London,  together 
with  a  similar  recent  outcry  in  the  Avon 
district  of  Bristol. 

What  is  happening  today  is  only  the 
beginning.  I  have  repeatedly  pointed  out 
what  would  happen  unless  the  closure 
rate  was  halted.  The  replies  from  our 
"leaders",  usually  in  scornful,  sometimes 
in  the  most  denigrating  terms,  have  always 
been  that  continued  closures  are  expected 
"for  at  least  another  ten  years".  I  believe 
that  8,000  surviving  pharmacies  was  the 
"magic  prophesy"  given.  Apparently  the 
public  are  not  as  blase  about  losing  their 
local  pharmacies,  as  is  the  profession  itself. 

If  it  is  our  present  lack  of  effective  and 
united  leadership  which  is  at  fault,  it  is 
also  pride  and  prejudice,  and  interpro- 
fessional bickering,  notably  by  the  "select 
minority",  which  is  rapidly  opening  the 
sequence  of  "backdoor"  nationalisation, 
which  is  nationalisation  under  the  worst 
possible  terms  for  the  profession.  Once  this 
sequence  begins,  like  a  chain  reaction  there 
will  be  little  chance  of  halting  it,  despite 
any  belated  protests  from  Lambeth, 
Nottingham  or  Southgate. 

Coalition  needed 

The  only  chance  for  pharmacy  is  for  a 
coalition  of  all  well-meaning,  though 
different  viewpoints  held  by  its  leaders  and 
potential  leaders.  This  coalition  would  be 
the  first  step  to  strength.  As  pharmacy, 
through  its  divisiveness  due  to  vested  inter- 
ests, has  over  the  years  become  too 
weakened  to  be  effective  on  its  own,  the 
next  step  therefore  would  be  that  recently 
recommended  by  a  member  of  the  NPU 
Executive,  namely  for  the  coalition  to 
seek  powerful  support  of  the  Association 
of  Scientific,  Technical  and  Managerial 
Staffs,  on  mutually  acceptable  terms. 

This  is  the  only  hope  for  the  survival, 
and  future  pr  'jperity  of  pharmacy,  as  we 
know  it,  in  (he  years  ahead. 

Stanley  Blum 

Laleham-on-Thames,  Middlesex 

Whose  (ad)  Vantage? 

With  reference  to  the  Vestric  Vantage 
scheme,  have  any  other  members  of  this 
scheme  noticed  that  the  goods  for  each 
month  are  being  shipped  and  invoiced  in 
the  last  two  or  three  days  in  the  month 
previous? 

Thus  the  credit  period  is  being  effec- 
tively reduced  by  one  month.  Hence  the 
name  of  the  game — (ad)Vantage  to  Vestric 
and  (disad)Vantage  to  the  retailer. 

J.  David  Thomas 
Pelsall 

Vestric  Ltd  are  circulating  the  following 
explanation  to  Vantage  members: 

"As  you  will  know,  we  have  been  asked 
by  many  of  our  members  to  supply  stock 
during  the  week  preceding  the  start  of  the 
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promotional  period  to  allow  members  time 
to  prepare  the  Vantage  stand  for  the  new 
promotional  period.  This  is  generally  to 
our  members'  advantage  and  it  will  be  our 
policy  to  follow  this  practice  in  future 
wherever  possible.  So  that  you  are  not 
put  at  any  disadvantage,  we  have  arranged 
that  in  future  all  promotional  products 
will  be  invoiced  in  the  month  of  the  pro- 
motion even  if  the  goods  are  delivered 
during  the  previous  month." 

Aspirin  costs  to  NHS 

Re  "cost  of  aspirin  prescriptions  '  {C&D, 
December  6,  p785),  I  wonder  what  Mr 
Hordern,  MP,  is  getting  at?  Why  should 
people  who  require  aspirins  not  have  them 
on  prescription  (in  many  cases  exempt 
from  payment  of  charge)?  Let  Mr  Hordern 
look  into  the  price  to  the  nation  of  the 
"pill"  going  out  in  half-dozen  packs  since 
July  1,  even  without  a  signature. 

W.  J.  Taylor 
Londonderry 

In  praise  of  CM  I 

So  many  letters  in  recent  times  have  been 
full  of  moans  and  groans,  may  1  be  spared 
a  small  space  to  pass  on  an  experience 
of  a  much  happier  note? 

We  recently  had  the  common  experi- 
ence of  having  the  shop  window  broken. 
Within  six  hours  of  my  telephone  call  to 
the  Chemists  Mutual  Insurance,  we  had 
our  new  window  in  place  and  within  seven 
days  our  cheque  for  the  burglary  claim. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  is  extremely  good 
service. 

Mrs  C.  R.  Stein 

London  E13 


DITB  invite  scholarship 
applications  and  produce 
new  training  aids 

Applications  are  invited  by  the  Distribu- 
tive Industry  Training  Board  for  its 
George  Spencer  Scholarship,  awarded  each 
year  for  research  purposes  relating  to 
training  in  the  distributive  industry. 

At  the  discretion  of  the  selection  com- 
mittee more  than  one  scholarship  might 
be  awarded,  but  the  total  value  in  any 
one  year  will  not  be  more  than  £1,500. 
Applicants  must  be  over  18  and  employed 
in  the  distributive  trades.  Entry  forms  are 
available  from  the  training  director,  DITB, 
MacLaren  House,  Talbot  Road,  Stretford, 
Manchester  M32  0FP.  The  deadline  for 
applications  is  March  31,  1976. 

The  latest  DITB  training  aids,  "Planning 
profits  through  people",  comprise  an 
instructor's  manual  for  a  one-day  course, 
audio  tapes  of  dramatised  manager/em- 
ployee interviews,  artwork  for  the  produc- 
tion of  overhead  projector  transparencies 
and  printed  handouts. 

The  course  covers  training  the  new  re- 
cruit, reviewing  and  improving  perform- 
ance and  planning  for  the  future,  and  the 
aids  are  designed  for  use  by  anyone 
responsible  for  training.  The  manual  costs 
£5.  the  audio  cassette  £2  50  and  the 
handouts  £2  50  for  20,  available  from  the 
information  service  division,  DITB. 
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V\festminster 
report 

Petitioning  against  trading 
Bill  up  to  January  30 

The  time  for  petitioning  against  the  West 
Midlands  County  Council  Bill  expires  on 
January  30,  1976. 

The  Bill,  which  seeks  powers  for  local 
authorities  to  carry  out  trading  activities, 
will  begin  its  passage  through  Parliament 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  There  has  been 
some  indecision  as  to  whether  the  Bill 
would  originate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons or  House  of  Lords.  The  first  read- 
ing is  expected  about  January  20. 

Employment  Protection 
Act  takes  effect 

The  first  Commencement  Order  (SI  1975 
no  1938  (c55),  HM  Stationery  Office, 
£0  20)  for  the  Employment  Protection  Act 
has  now  been  laid  before  Parliament  by 
the  Secretary  for  Employment. 

The  Order  brings  into  effect  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1976  the  sections  setting  up 
the  new  institutions  under  the  Act  (HM 
Stationery  Office,  £2  45),  the  provisions  for 
new  machinery  to  improve  industrial  ref- 
lations and  for  trade  union  recognition. 

On  January  1  the  Advisory,  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Service  (ACAS)  will  be 
set  up  on  a  statutory  basis  and  Wages 
Councils  are  to  be  allowed  to  make  their 
own  wages  orders  on  all  terms  of  service 
and  to  progress  towards  becoming  Statu- 
tory Joint  Industrial  Councils. 

On  February  I  the  Central  Arbitration 
Committee  will  take  over  the  functions  of 
the  Industrial  Arbitration  Board,  to  deal 
with  complaints  under  the  recognition  and, 
in  due  course,  disclosure  of  information 
procedures  in  the  Act  and  to  arbitrate  in 
any  other  disputes  referred  to  it.  The 
Certification  Officer  will  take  over  the 
duties  of  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies  dealing  with  trade  unions  and 
employers'  associations. 

On  March  1  the  responsibility  for  health 
and  safety  in  agriculture  comes  under  the 
Health  and  Safety  Commission. 

Standards  for  sterile 
water  planned 

"The  Department  of  Health  is  preparing 
guidance  on  the  correct  standards  of 
quality  for  the  various  uses  of  sterile 
water,"  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  for 
Health  stated  in  a  written  Commons 
answer  last  week. 

"For  topical  use  sterile  water  of  accept- 
able quality  can  be  produced  by  most 
hospitals  and  sterile  water  for  other  use 
can  be  produced  by  hospitals  with  proper 
manufacturing  facilities,"  he  said.  "In  con- 
junction with  the  quantities  that  are  being 
and  will  be  produced  from  commercial 
sources  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in 
satisfying  the  National  Health  Service  de- 
mand for  this  product." 


When  asked  whether  the  demand  for 
sterile  water  for  use  in  the  NHS  was  now 
being  met  without  any  need  for  imports, 
Dr  Owen  replied,  "The  principal  manu- 
facturer in  this  country  is  now  producing 
140,000  litres  of  sterile  water  a  month  in 
his  new  plant  and  in  March  1976  this  figure 
will  be  doubled.  About  90,000  litres  a 
month  are  being  imported  to  fulfil  orders 
placed  by  the  manufacturer  before  the 
new  plant  was  in  production  but  these 
will  be  completed  by  March  and  no  further 
orders  are  being  placed  overseas." 

VAT  and  pilferage 

Mr  John  Cope  asked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  whether  he  will  introduce 
legislation  to  amend  the  disparity  revealed 
by  the  judgment  of  the  Leeds  VAT  Tri- 
bunal, in  the  case  of  Benton  v  Customs 
and  Excise,  when  it  was  held  that  pilfer- 
age of  cash  from  the  till  of  a  bar  was 
chargeable  to  VAT  although  pilferage  of 
drinks  was  not  chargeable. 

Mr  Robert  Sheldon,  Financial  Secretary, 
replied,  "A  registered  trader  is  account- 
able for  VAT  on  the  value  of  goods  he 
has  supplied  and  his  liability  is  not  re- 
duced if  any  of  the  takings  received  for 
those  goods  are  stolen.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  goods  are  stolen  from  his  stock  he  will 
not  have  made  a  taxable  supply  of  those 
goods  and,  therefore,  he  is  not  accountable 
for  VAT  on  them.  I  have  no  plans  to 
change  this  position." 

Prescription  charges— 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr. 
McCrindle,  Dr  Owen  replied  that  the 
additional  revenue  from  doubling  the 
prescription  charge  would  be  about  £24m 
a  year  if  the  number  of  chargeable  pre- 
scriptions remained  the  same.  The 
estimated  income  from  a  charge  to  hospital 
patients  of  £1  a  week  would  be  about 
£8-!-m  a  year  if  the  present  exemptions 
applied.  This  figure,  stated  Dr  Owen,  did 
not  take  account  of  administrative 
expenses,  nor  of  other  possible  exemptions 
from  such  a  charge. 

Assurance  on  patents 

An  assurance  that  Britain  will  ratify  the 
European  and  other  Patents  Conventions 
during  1976,  on  the  basis  of  the  agree- 
ment reached  with  the  other  members  of 
the  EEC.  has  been  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Commons. 

Replying  to  a  question  from  Mr  Peter 
Emery,  Mr  S.  Clinton  Davis,  Under- 
secretary for  Trade,  said,  "I  recognise  that 
ratification  by  the  UK  of  the  European 
Patent  Convention  by  the  end  of  1976  is 
important  for  British  interests  and  I  in- 
tend to  introduce  a  comparatively  short 
Bill  to  enable  such  ratification  as  soon  as 
circumstances  permit.  Ratification  of  the 
Community  Patent  Convention  may  have 
to  follow  at  a  later  date  and  this  is  well 
understood  by  our  European  partners." 

Mr  Clinton  Davis  this  week  told  Mr 
Michael  English  that  further  legislation 
would  be  necessary  to  enact  the  working 
party  proposals  for  patent  law  reform  and 
to  permit  ratification  of  the  Patent  Co- 
operation Treaty  and  of  the  Community 
Patent  Convention  which  was  being  signed 
in  Luxembourg  on  Monday.  Due  to  pres- 


sure of  Parliamentary  business,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  introduce  this  more 
comprehensive  legislation  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr  John  Lee  suggested  that  the  powers 
of  Crown  use  had  not  been  used  to  the 
fullest  extent,  particularly  regarding  pro- 
prietary medicines.  Mr  Clinton  Davis 
replied  that  this  was  an  important  point 
and  "we  would  clearly  be  anxious  to 
legislate  on  these  matters  at  the  earliest 
opportunity." 

□  Discussions  with  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  on  the  White  Paper  on  Patent 
Law  Reform  are  still  in  progress  and  no 
final  decision  has  yet  been  taken,  Dr  David 
Owen  said  in  the  Commons  last  week. 

Bill  to  give  rights  to  babies 
damaged  by  drugs 

Mr  Raymond  Carter  is  to  present  a  Private 
Members  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
seeking  to  provide  rights  in  law  for  the 
unborn  child.  The  Bill  would  provide  that 
where  there  was  a  drug  malfunction  or 
improper  manufacture  of  a  drug  that 
caused  prenatal  injury,  damages  could  be 
claimed  through  the  courts.  Second  read- 
ing is  expected  early  in  the  New  Year. 

Restrictive  practice  laws 
to  be  applied  to  services 

Registration  with  the  Office  of  Fair  Trad- 
ing of  restrictive  agreements  relating  to 
the  supply  and  acquisition  of  virtually 
the  whole  range  of  commercial  services 
will  be  required  under  a  draft  Order  laid 
before  Parliament  by  Shirley  Williams, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Prices  and  Consumer 
Protection,  and  published  last  week  (The 
Restrictive  Trade  Practices  (Services)  Order 
1975,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0  20). 

The  draft  Order,  which  is  the  first  to  be 
made  under  section  107  of  the  Fair  Trad- 
ing Act  1973,  excludes  certain  kinds  of 
agreements  which  are  already  subject  to 
control  or  supervision  or  which  present 
problems  of  jurisdiction.  The  draft  Order 
was  settled  in  the  light  of  representations 
received  from  trade  associations  and  in- 
dividual firms  in  response  to  a  notice  on 
the  scope  of  the  proposed  Order  which 
was  published  in  August. 

Part  X  of  the  Fair  Trading  Act  1973 
gives  the  Secretary  of  State  power,  by 
Order,  to  extend  Part  I  of  the  Restrictive 
Trade  Practices  Act  1956 — which  provides 
for  the  registration  and  judicial  investiga- 
tion of  restrictive  trading  agreements  re- 
lating to  goods — to  agreements  relating 
to  services.  The  Order  would  come  into 
effect  on  March  22,  1976.  Dispensing 
comes  under  the  category  of  goods. 

Briefly 

□  The  cost  of  family  planning  services  in 
hospitals,  clinics  and  from  general  practi- 
tioners is  estimated  to  be  between  £20m 
and  £25m  for  England  in  1975/76,  Dr 
David  Owen  replied  in  a  written  answer. 

□  Mr  Alan  Williams,  Minister  for  Prices 
and  Consumer  Protection  said  he  hoped 
to  introduce  legislation  in  the  current 
session  to  amend  the  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures Act  to  ensure  that  the  UK  adopts  the 
use  of  metric  units  by  the  end  of  1979. 
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Sangers  profits  up  65  pc 

Sangers  Group  Ltd  sales  have  increased 
by  IS  per  cent  and  profit  on  trading  by 
65  per  cent  for  the  half  year  to  August 
31,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  A  new  agency  company 
is  to  commence  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland 
in  the  New  Year. 

The  unaudited  interim  results  show 
sales  £31  938m  (£27  103m),  profit  before 
tax  £855,000  (£449,000)  and  profit  avail- 
able for  ordinary  stockholders  £369,000 
(£186,000).  Profit  before  tax  as  a  percent- 
age of  sales  was  2  68  per  cent  (166  per 
cent). 

Earnings  per  ordinary  stock  unit  at  5  9p 
have  grown  from  2  99p  and  the  chairman, 
Mr  H.  T.  Nicholson,  says  this  improve- 
ment is  partly  the  result  of  increased  turn- 
over both  in  real  terms  and  because  of 
inflation. 

"The  turnover  would  have  shown  a 
greater  increase  if  we  had  not  cut  out 
unprofitable  business  in  order  to  improve 
the  utilisation  of  our  cash  resources.  Our 
profitability  was  also  substantially  en- 
hanced by  the  increased  efficiency  result- 
ing from  last  year's  reorganisation,  but 
this  is  to  some  extent  once  and  for  all,  so 
that  such  an  improvement  cannot  be 
expected  again  in  our  next  financial  year," 
he  added. 

Diversification 

In  a  recent  rights  issue  document  {C&D, 
August  23,  p247)  the  company  indicated 
its  intention  to  expand  its  agency 
business  and  to  diversify  away  from  pure 
pharmaceutical  wholesaling.  The  first  step 
has  now  been  taken  in  that  a  new  agency 
company  will  begin  trading  in  Ireland 
next  month.  "Although  our  agency  opera- 
tions will  continue  to  represent  a  small 
proportion  of  our  total  business,  we 
believe  that  a  particularly  attractive  oppor- 
tunity exists  in  the  Republic  for  the  stan- 
dard of  service  we  are  able  to  provide,  and 
we  confidently  expect  this  venture  to  be 
successful  in  due  course,"  Mr  Nicholson 
continued. 

The  agency  will  distribute  goods  in 
Ireland  on  behalf  of  manufacturers, 
initially  pharmaceutical  companies  with 
possibly  manufacturers  of  grocery  items 
becoming  involved  later. 

An  interim  dividend  of  1  6p-  net  per 
Ordinary  stock  unit  is  to  be  paid  on  April 
6,  1976,  to  stockholders  on  the  register  on 
March  1,  1976. 

Mr  Nicholson  concluded  that,  providing 
that  business  continues  at  its  present  level, 
profits  for  the  second  half  of  the  current 
financial  year  will  be  maintained  at  the 
level  earned  for  the  first  half.  In  the  longer 
term  profits  should  be  enhanced  by 
developments  under  consideration:  "But 
we  must  hope  that  the  economic  state  of 
the  nation  will  not  deteriorate  so  that  we 
are  able  to  bring  these  plans  to  fruition." 


HRH  The  Duke  of  Kent  (right),  and  David 
Clark,  examine  a  bottle  from  a  batch 
produced  at  a  rate  of  160  per  minute  on 
only  one  of  nine  similar  machines 
installed  in  the  Rotherham  glassworks  of 
Beatson,  Clark  &  Co  Ltd 

Duke  of  Kent  at 
Beatson,  Clark 

Beatson,  Clark  and  Co  Ltd,  took  a  promi- 
nent role  this  week  in  a  new  kind  of 
export  conference  to  encourage  a  more 
professional  approach  to  exporting. 
Marketing  director  John  Clark  and  export 
manager  Peter  Moran  presented  a  case 
study  to  the  conference  and  their  Rother- 
ham glassworks  were  visited  by  HRH 
The  Duke  of  Kent  and  members  of  the 
British  Overseas  Trade  Board. 

The  conference,  in  Sheffield,  was  the 
first  of  a  series  organised  by  the  Board 
to  be  held  in  major  centres  throughout 
the  country.  It  concentrated  on  example 
rather  than  exhortation.  The  case  studies 
showed  successful  and  profitable  export 
achievements  and  covered  points  likely  to 
be  of  direct  practical  use  to  other  firms. 

Beatson  Clark  defined  its  export  market- 
ing strategy  based  on  the  recognition  that 
the  pharmaceutical  industry,  on  a  world- 
wide basis,  needed  a  specialised  glass 
container  supplier. 

As  a  result  their  exports  have  grown 
from  about  £40,000  a  year  in  the  late 
fifties  to  a  current  annual  level  of  between 
£3  5  and  £4m.  They  now  sell  containers 
throughout  the  world,  some  two-thirds  of 
their  production  going  abroad. 

It  is  estimated  that  Beatson  Clark  now 
export  some  50  per  cent  of  Britain's  total 
overseas  sales  of  glass  containers. 

Throughout  his  tour  the  Duke,  escorted 
by  managing  director  David  Clark,  spent 
most  of  the  time  in  discussion  with  pro- 
duction employees  including  the  shop 
stewards  representing  the  trade  unions  in 
the  glassworks. 

Mr  Clark  explained  the  company's 
future  plans  and  their  expectations  that 
they  can  succeed  in  doubling  their  ex- 
ports sales  again  within  the  next  ten  years. 

Pharmacy  played  important 
role  in  Guinness'  profits 

Profits  before  tax  of  Arthur  Guinness,  Son 
&  Co  increased  by  28  per  cent  to  a  record 
£29. 1  m  for  the  year  ended  September  27 
(£22  6m  for  the  previous  year). 

Trading  profit  figures  are  broken  down 
into  brewing  (£245m),  general  trading 
(£3m),    confectionery    (£0  3  lm),  plastics 
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(£0  7m)  and  property  (£0  lm).  No  figures 
specifically  relating  to  pharmacy  are  avail- 
able— they  are  included  under  "general 
trading"  where  profits  have  almost  trebled 
since  last  year  (£lTm).  The  general  trading 
company,  Morison  Son  &  Jones  Inter- 
national Ltd,  has  made  "a  very  signifi- 
cantly increased  contribution  to  Group 
profits"  and  a  spokesman  told  C&D  that 
the  pharmacy  interests  have  played  a 
"vital  and  successful  role." 

New  office  for  George, 
Orridge 

George,  Orridge  &  Co,  are  to  open  a  new 
office  on  Monday  to  cope  with  an  expan- 
sion of  their  business. 

The  new  office — Hawthorne  Lodge,  117 
High  Street,  Epping,  Essex  (telephone 
Epping  78-76144) — is  to  deal  principally 
with  stocktaking  servicing  and  accounts, 
with  the  business  sales  department  con- 
tinuing to  operate  as  before  from  the 
Regent  Street  office.  The  new  premises  at 
Hawthorn  Lodge  were  built  during  the 
leign  of  Queen  Victoria — the  same  period 
that  Mr  Benjamin  Brogden  Orridge 
founded  his  stocktaking  and  business 
transfer  practice. 

Avery  expand  capacity 

Avery  Label  System,  the  UK  members  of 
the  international  Avery  Label  Group,  the 
world's  largest  self-adhesive  labelling 
systems  organisation,  are  now  fully 
operational  at  their  new  factory  at 
Gardner  Road,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 

The  plant  is  now  Avery's  UK  head- 
quarters and  houses  the  company's  senior 
management  team  plus  sales,  marketing, 
production,  customer  service  and  account- 
ing personnel.  It  has  considerably  expanded 
Avery's  production  capacity. 

Training  award  for  Payot 

Payot  of  Paris,  the  New  Bond  Street, 
London,  skin  care  and  cosmetics  company, 
has  won  a  Distributive  Training  Award 
for  "operating  a  planned  training  pro- 
gramme contributing  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  business,  the  progressive  development 
of  the  staff  and  a  high  standard  of  service 
to  the  customer." 

The  Award  was  introduced  by  the  Train- 
ing Board  as  "a  Roll  of  Honour"  to 
publicly  acknowledge  high  standards  of 
systematic  staff  training  achieved  by 
retailing,  wholesaling  and  mail  order 
companies. 

Mr  Arnold  Watson  (left),  managing 
director  of  Payot  receiving  the  award 
from  Mr  Frank  Glaves  Smith,  deputy 
director  general  of  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading 
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Company  News 

Continued  from  pS35 

Fisons  to  expand  in 
North  America 

Fisons  are  hoping  to  penetrate  further  into 
the  North  American  markets,  Mr  G.  V. 
K.  Burton,  chairman,  told  a  Press  recep- 
tion last  week. 

Current  factory  expansion  is  taking 
place  at  a  435  acre  site  in  Muskegon, 
Michigan,  USA,  a  small  township  princi- 
pally concerned  with  the  motor  car  indus- 
try, but  which  is  seeking  to  attract 
chemical  industry.  It  is  hoped  that  by  1977 
production  of  Ficam,  a  liquid  spray 
against  cockroaches,  will  be  underway.  At 
a  later  stage  the  new  factory  may  accom- 
modate the  production  of  pharmaceutical 
products. 

Despite  gloomy  economic  prospects  for 
the  UK  in  1976,  Mr  Burton  was  confident 
that  Fisons  will  further  improve  over  1975 
and  hopefully  show  continued  growth. 

Every  site  chosen  for  development  by 
the  company  in  the  past  had  eventually 
proved  to  be  too  small  because  of  con- 
tinuing development.  World-wide  turnover 
now  exceeded  £40,000,000.  Asked  about 


Appointments 

Sperry    Remington    Consumer  Products: 

Mr  Derek  Petts  has  been  appointed  sales- 
man responsible  for  electric  shavers  and 
hair  care  products  in  Yorkshire  and 
Humberside. 

Cow  &  Gate  Ltd:  Ron  Raggett,  who  has 
over  45  years  service  with  Cow  &  Gate 
to  his  credit,  has  recently  been  appointed 
general  sales  manager.  He  has  worked  for 
the  company  since  1929,  apart  from  the 
war  years  when  he  was  a  major  in  the 
Royal  Army  Service  Corps.  In  1946  he 
joined  the  sales  force  as  a  medical  repre- 
sentative, rising  over  the  years  to  regional 
supervisor,  assistant  sales  manager  and 
sales  manager.  In  1972  he  became  medical 
manager.  He  is  also  a  past  captain  and 
president  of  the  London  Chemists'  Golf- 
ing Society  and  remains  an  active  member 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 


Mr  Ron  Raggett 


investment  for  the  future,  Mr  Burton  said 
that  basic  investment  would  be  with  re- 
search and  development.  Mr  H.  P.  P. 
Hodgkins,  production  director,  pharma- 
ceutical division,  pointed  out  that  the 
world-wide  sales  of  Intal  were  still  in- 
creasing 

The  deputy  chairman,  Mr  A.  Robinson, 
answering  a  question  on  chemical  pollu- 
tion of  rivers,  said  that  in  the  past  the 
UK  had  been  subject  to  more  control  and 
restraint  than  almost  any  other  country. 
European  competitors  had  not  had  to  face 
the  same  capital  investment  but  it  was 
welcome  news  that  they  had  now  to  come 
into  line.  The  chemical  industry  in  this 
country  had  been  worried  by  what  regu- 
lations the  EEC  might  impose.  Mr 
Robinson  paid  tribute  to  Mr  Dennis 
Howell,  Minister  of  State,  for  pointing  out 
to  the  EEC  Commissioners  that  British 
rivers  vary  greatly  from  Continental  rivers, 
eg  in  length  and  rate  of  flow,  and  there- 
fore require  special  consideration  and 
control. 

Mr  F.  J.  Heath,  chairman,  fertiliser 
division,  said  that  the  cost  of  fertilisers  in 
the  UK  had  not  risen  as  much  as  in  many 
other  countries,  but  there  would  almost 
certainly  be  an  increase  in  the  next  12 
months.  Fisons'  share  of  the  UK  fertiliser 
market  recovered  during  1975. 


Mr  T.  Saul 

Vestrie  Ltd:  Mr  T.  Saul  has  been 
appointed  marketing  manager  from  Janu- 
ary 1.  Born  in  Lancashire,  Mr  Saul  joined 
Allen  and  Hanburys  as  a  representative  in 
1959,  and  transferred  to  Duncan  Flock- 
hart  &  Co  Ltd  in  1965.  Following  a 
number  of  sales  management  appoint- 
ments he  was  appointed  general  home 
sales  manager  with  Duncan  Flockhart  in 
1970.  In  his  new  position,  he  will  report 
to  Vestric's  commercial  director,  Mr  P.  M. 
Worling,  FPS. 

Distributive  Industry  Training  Board:  Mr 

C.  J.  Mandleberg,  MA,  BSc(Oxon),  until 
recently  managing  director  of  Reads  Ltd, 
Liverpool,  metal  packaging  manufacturers, 
has  been  appointed  director.  He  succeeds 
Lord  Mottistone  who  left  the  board  to 
become  director  of  the  Cake  and  Biscuit 
Alliance. 

Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd:  Mr  Michael 
Dunkley,  BVet  Med,  MRCVS,  veterinary 
information  officer  at  the  Foundation,  has 
been  appointed  veterinary  advisor,  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co  (Canada)  Ltd. 
Warner-Lambert  Co:  Mr  Andrall  E. 
Pearson,  president,  Pepsico  Inc,  has  been 
elected  a  director  of  Warner-Lambert  Co. 
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Market 
News 

Botanicals  mostly  easier 

London,  December  17:  Botanical  prices, 
where  changed,  were  mainly  reduced.  In 
fact  twelve  were  lower  against  four  that 
were  dearer.  Those  marked  up  were 
cherry  bark,  lemon  peel,  valerian  and 
podophyllum  root.  Lower  were  aloes, 
balsams  Peru  and  tolu,  cascara,  hydras- 
tis,  jalap,  cloves,  henbane,  mace,  pepper 
and  tonquin  beans.  Dandelion  root  was 
nominal  in  both  positions. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals  were  un- 
changed on  the  week  but  some  altera- 
tions are  expected  shortly,  including 
possibly  iodides. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £0.95  kg  spot;  £0.94,  cif.  Curacao 
£1.43  spot;  £1.30,  cit. 

Balsams:   (kg)   Canada:  £14.50  spot;  £14.15,  cif. 
for  shipment.   Copaiba:   BPC  £1.65  spot;  £1.60, 
cif.  Peru:  £4.45  spot;  £4.15,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.15  spot. 
Cascara:  £870  metric  ton  spot;  £640,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £535  metric  ton;  £525,  cif. 
Cloves:  Madagascar  £2,550  per  ton,  cif. 
Dandelion:  £1,000  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 
Gentian:  Root:  £1.40  kg,  spot;  £1.30  kg,  cif. 
Henbane:  Niger  £980  metric  ton  spot;  £950,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  £7.50  spot;  £7.30,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £3.45  spot;  £3.30, 
cif.  Colombian  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 
Jalap:  Mexican  basis  15  per  cent  no  spot;  £1.32 
kg,  cif;  whole  tubers  £1.48,  cif  9-11  per  cent. 
Kola  nuts:  £190  metric  ton  spot;  £185,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:   Unextracied   £935  metric  ton  spot; 
£920,  cif. 

Mace:  Grenada  No  1  £1,950  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  spot  and  shipment  £9.90. 
cif.     Chinese    £10.10    duty    paid;    £10.00,  cif. 
Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black   £800   spot;  £735, 
cif;  white  £1,020;  £940,  cif. 

Podophyllum:  Root  £560  metric  ton  spot;  £550,  cif. 
Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £0.93  kg;  Shipment  £0.85, 
cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £220  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £650  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £630,  cif. 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £255  kg;  South  African 
£150. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £0.85  kg  spot;  £0.81,  cif. 
Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £2.20  kg  spot;  £2.00,  cif. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  £1.30  kg  spot;  £1.07,  cif.  Java 
$1.40,  cif. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  £1.80  kg  spot;  £1.60,  cif. 
Brazilian  £1.65;  £1.50,  cif. 
Spearmint:  American  £9.50  kg;  Chinese  £7.70. 
The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  Events 
Advance  Information 

Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr  A.  G.  Bennett, 
department  of  ophthalmic  optics  and  visual 
science,  City  University,  and  Dr  D.  J.  G. 
Davies,  school  of  pharmacy  and  pharmacology, 
University  of  Bath,  on  "Contact  lenses  and 
contact  lens  solutions,"  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London  WC1A  2HH,  January  14,  1976  at  7  pm. 
South  East  Region,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Postgraduate  lectures  on  "Kidney  disease  and 
its  treatment,"  "the  artificial  kidney  and  dialysis 
fluids"  and  "kidney  transplants  and  the 
treatment  of  rejection  problems".  Postgraduate 
medical  centre,  St  Helier  Hospital,  Carshalton, 
Surrey,  on  January  14,  February  11  and  March 
10,  1976,  respectively  at  8  pm;  Medway 
postgraduate  medical  centre,  Medway  Hospital, 
Gillingham,  Kent,  on  January  19,  February  16, 
March  15  at  8  pm;  Sussex  postgraduate  medical 
centre.  Elm  Grove,  Brighton,  on  January  21, 
February  18  and  March  17  at  8  pm.  Details  from 
Mr  David  Morgan,  pharmacy,  Gravesend  and 
North  Kent  Hospital,  Gravesend,  Kent. 
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THE  SIGN  OF  A  RELIABLE 
AND  SPEEDY  SERVICE 

Extensive  stocks  of  manufacturers  products 

WHATEVER  YOUR  NEED 
BE  CONFIDENT 

ILEOSTOMY  EQUIPMENT 
COLOSTOMY  EQUIPMENT 
URETEROSTOMY  EQUIPMENT 
URINE  NIGHT  DRAINAGE  BAGS 
AND  ALL  MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT 

Catalogue  upon  application 

THAMES  VALLEY  MEDICAL  SUPPLY  CO.  LTD. 

118a  Chatham  Street.  Reading.  RG1  7HT.  Tel  No:  0734  595729 


Methanol 


Also  to  AR  specification. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01=735  8131 


Mr 


isxrmrr 

^  OFFERS  YOU 

comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
container  and  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays,  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA, 
BOTB,  CAN.  ECGB,  THE.  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700 pages 210  <  143mm  £14.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  1  25  High  Street  Colliers  Wood 
London  SW1  9  2JN  Tel :  01 -542  8575 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

Tha  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMONINE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Harb  Bears 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk. 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


|  The  Label  Specialists 

m 

\      Designers  &  Printers  Since  1879 

w 

]    ORMERODS  LIMITED 

SI 

/     Hanging  Road,  Rochdale  Lanes. 

j 

w 

Rochdale  46808.  London  01  405  4193. 

) 

A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED, 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1M  6BY 

Telephones  01-629  3118  3119  3205 

Specialists  in  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 

Automatic  telephone  answering  service  available  when 
the  Pharmacy  is  closed 


the  key  to 
solve  your  -  problems 

Olney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  olney  bros  ltd. 
jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

■s-  5417-9 


name  &  address 
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Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01-353  3212. 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 


Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appro- 
priate headings. 

Screen  100. 


Display/Semi  Display  £4-00  per  single  column  centi- 
metre, min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £300  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £175  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £100  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £0-80  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £4-00. 

Box  Numbers  £0-35  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 

Circulation  ABC  July/December  1974, 15,353. 


Appointments 


Shopfitting 


Manchester  Area  HeaSih 
Authority  (Teaching) 
Area 
Pharmaceutical 
Officer 

Applications  are  invited  from  re- 
gistered pharmacists  for  this  post. 
The  area  comprises  three  Districts 
of  which  two  are  designated 
teaching  Districts. 

The  Area  Pharmaceutical  Officer 
will  advise  the  Area  Health 
Authority  on  all  pharmaceutical 
matters. 

The  appointee  will  manage  phar- 
maceutical services  at  hospitals 
and  clinics  and  Community  Health 
Clinics  in  the  Area.  Responsibili- 
ties to  Regional  Drug  Information 
and  Regional  Quality  Control 
services  are  also  entailed  There 
is  liaison  with  General  Practice 
Pharmacists  and  opportunities  to 
develop  the  Area  Pharmaceutical 
Services  in  technology  and  the 
clinical  situation. 

An  appointee  with  suitable 
academic  qualifications  may  be 
offered  an  appropriate  appoint- 
ment in  the  Department  of 
Pharmacy  at  the  University  of 
Manchester  with  opportunities  for 
teaching  and  research. 

Salary  in  accordance  with  the 
approved  scale  (£7,635/£8,277) . 
An  appointee  already  receiving 
the  NHS  scale  including  personal 
addition  may,  subject  to  DHSS 
approval,  continue  on  this 
personal  scale. 

Further  information,  application 
forms  and  job  description  from 
the  Area  Personnel  Officer, 
Mauldeth  House,  Mauldeth  Road 
West,  Manchester  M21  2RL. 
Telephone:  061-831  7233  Exten- 
sion 218. 

Closing  date  for  application:  12th 
January  1976. 


Please  address  Box  No. 
replies  to  :   Box  No.  . . . 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


EXPANDING  PHARMACEUTICAL 
COMPANY,  18  miles  west  of  London 
has  vacancy  for  experienced  Buyer. 
Sound  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  raw  material  sources 
essential.  Excellent  salary  and  con- 
ditions. Halewood  Chemicals  Ltd., 
Stanweli  Moor,  Staines,  TW19  6BJ. 
Tel:  Colnbrook  2403. 


YOUNG  CHEMIST  with  some  exper- 
ience in  food  technology  for  major 
Company  in  Cambridge.  Also  another 
Physicist  or  Chemist  for  smaller 
Company  just  outside  Cambridge. 
Salary  by  arrangement  in  both  cases. 
Write  or  phone  Workforce,  45  Mill 
Road,  Cambridge,  CB1  1HX.  Tel: 
(0223)  69535. 


Self  selection  will  Increase  your 
toiletry  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  tor 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  In  lust  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  Interiors.  Thlrsk 
Shopfittings,  741-743  Garratt  Lane. 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01- 
946  2291   (4  lines). 

FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shcp- 
fitter  specialists  in  Dispensaries, 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
all  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road, 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


LEICESTER 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Elegantly  displayed.  Super  fast 
sales.   Big   profits.   VAT  at  8%. 

Contact  : 
STAR  GEMS  OF  LEICESTER 
160  Melton  Road,  Leicester 
Tel:  (0533)  667800 
Personal  Callers  Most  Welcome 


CHEMISTS! 

Shrinking  profits? 

Is  inflation  overtaking  you? 

Are  you  really  utilizing  your  floor 

area  to  the  full? 

Why  not  use  a  small  part  of  your 
shop  area  for  a  business  which 
will  earn  you  a  high  return  on 
investment. 

We  specialize  in  the  installation 
of  small  coin-operated  laundries 
within  the  confines  of  an  exist- 
ing shop. 

Get  the  facts  fast  from:  THE 
VILLAGE  LAUNDRY  LTD.,  White 
Lion  House,  White  Lion  Square, 
Hatfield,  Herts.  Telephone  Hat- 
field 67314/5.  "A  perfect  add-on 
to  any  business" 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1975/76 

20  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  cor- 
poration tax,  estate  duty, 
capital  gains  tax  and  ACT, 
for  75p. 

On  sale  now  at  leading 
booksellers  or  direct  from 
us. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co., 
44a  High  Street,  Croydon 
CR9  1UU.   01-686  9144. 


A.  &H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 
Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,     rejects,     also  retailers' 
stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  03  A.  Tei:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Saivall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  34B  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Medway  (0634)  55508. 

CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemisers 
E185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS,  743  Garratt  Lane,  SW17 
OPD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 


Wanted 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Read,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 

WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel. 
Park  3137-8. 


Services 


BURGLAR     ALARMS.     You     or  we 

install.  Details/Leaflets.  LONDON 
SECURITY  CENTRE,  288  Bishops- 
gate,  London,  E.C.2.  01-247  8067  or 
01-377  9159. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 
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RIDD0BR0N 


■  ■ 


for  asthma  — 
the  effective  INHALANT 
used  with  confidence  by 
asthma  sufferers  over  many 
years 

RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  offer  a 

complete  range  of  ASTHMA 
PRODUCTS  and  INHALERS. 

Remember  RIDDELL  for  the 

treatment  of  asthma  and 
bronchitis 

RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  LTD. 

RIDDELL  HOUSE, 

10-14  DUNBRIDGE  STREET, 

LONDON  E2. 

Telephone:  01-739  7254/5/6. 


The  British  Public 
isn't  happy  about  the 

arrangements  in  many 
planes,  trains  and  restaurants. 

So  we've  introduced  bactericidal  Toilet  Seat  Wipes. 

Each  pack  contains  10  disinfectant-impregnated  tissues 
individually  sealed  in  foil. 

They're  non-irritant,  non- 
toxic and  non-staining.  And 
among  the  travelling  hygiene- 
minded  British  public  they're 
catching  on  fast. 

SAFESEAT 

Toilet  Seat  Wipes  by  Gorcei. 

GORCEL  LIMITED,  1  HIGH  RIDGE,  WARD  GREEN,  BARNSLEY,  SOUTH  YORKSHIRE. 


prescribable  on 
EC  10 


Order  now  from: 

Farillon  Ltd.,  (Distributors) 
Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close, 
Romford  RMI  4JX  teh  Romford  46033 
or  from  your  usual  Wholesaler 

|B|  Dales  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.. 

U=3J  Barrows  Lane,  Steeton,  Keighley, 
75CMAYH089I  West  Yorkshire  BD20  6PP 


new  product 

INOLAXINE 


( 98%Sterculia  BPC ) 


for  the  correction 
of  fibre-deficiency 
in  modern  diets 
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Jolfk 


produces  a  wide  range  of  ready-made 
drugs : 

Analgesics 

Antibiotics 

Antidiabetic  agents 

Cardiac  and  circulatory  drugs 

Drugsfor  use  in  dermatology  and 
opthalmology 

Hormones  and  Organopreparations 

Psychotropic  drugs  and  tranquillisers 

Sulphonamides 

Tuberculostatics 

Vitamins 


Various  drugs  in  the  form  of :  injectable  solutions, 
tablets,  coated  tablets,  capsules,  suppositories,  ointments, 
syrups  etc.,  and  several  compounds  for  veterinary  use 
and  feed-additives. 

Detailed  information  is  available  from  our  agents : 

Daltrade  Limited 

1 81  -1  83  Warwick  Road,  London  W1 4  8PU 
Tel. 01 -370 61 81   Telex:  91 6074 


Sole  Exporter : 


P  i  f=»  r-»  h 


Import  and  Export  of  Chemicals  Ltd  , 
Pharmaceutical  Products  Division  "CIECH-POLFA" 
Jasna12.  P.O.  Box  271, 
00-950  Warszawa,  Poiand 


